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Our volunteers are ¢ 


amaZin$e 


Whether hosting a winter-term student, organizing regional 
events, or keeping alumni connected, volunteers bind us 
together as a community. 


A kidney infection hospitalized her at the end of her sophomore year, making 
her miss finals and leaving her two credits shy of graduating. Her advisor, the 
late art professor Paul Arnold ’40, helped her make up the work, and Charlotte 
has been a devoted Oberlin volunteer ever since. 


Over the years, Charlotte has been involved in class reunions, putting her fine 
arts degree to good use for Oberlin by producing covers of her reunion class 
directory and serving as class president and reunion chair. At the same time 
she writes letters to her peers. She believes the human touch is one of the 
secrets to her success: “I write newsy letters and get lots of responses.” Her 
scrapbook of news related to her classmates is very popular at reunions. 


Retired from the Barton Senior Center in Cleveland, Charlotte also worked for 
Higbee’s and the Glidden Paint Company, and she teaches classes on calligraphy 
and watercolor painting. “I’ve used my art degree at my jobs and everywhere 
else. My life is very rich because I've been able to intertwine art with it. Oberlin 
strengthens you and lets you use everything you learn in new situations. As a 
graduate, the most enriching thing to me is that most everybody | know from 
Oberlin—in big ways or small—wants to change the world.” 


Thank you, Charlotte, for helping make our world—and 
Oberlin—a hetter place. 
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Above, left: Sarah 
Sheard, mother of 
graduate Tim McCarthy, 
a history and 
economics major, 
with Yorkie Rufus. 
Above, right: Brenda 
Grier-Miller, associate 
dean of Student 
Academic Services, 
and Baron Pineda, 
associate professor 
of anthropology. 


John Erikson ‘61 stays 
fit—and young. See page 
22. Photographed by 
Tanya Rosen-jones '97 
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FEATURES 


The Oberlin Alumni Magazine trolled Tappan 
Square during the 2013 commencement to 
find out what's next. Crying and cocktails were 
on the list. 


A decade in, the Oberlin Business Scholars 
program is bringing something new to Oberlin 
students—and to the business world. 


Oberlin’s music label steps up its output 


and its influence 


* FROM THE PRESIDENT 


WHY OBERLIN ENDURES 


Excerpts from President Marvin Krislov's 2013 State of the College Address 


Sunday, May 26, in Finney Chapel 


ur success as a college 
and conservatory comes 
thanks to the wisdom, 
commitment, hard work, 
and generosity of thou- 
sands of individuals—on 
campus and off—who 
believe in and support 
Oberlin’s mission. 
What makes Oberlin great? And what enables 
our college and conservatory to endure? 


The success of our college—of any college, for that 
matter—depends partly on how it responds to crises 
or short-term problems. Throughout its history, 
Oberlin has responded to such things by staying true 
to its mission and by reaffirming its values. 

Our mission is to achieve—and to enable our 
students and faculty to achieve—academic, 
artistic, and musical excellence. 

We made national news this semester because 
of something completely antithetical to our 
mission—a series of racist, homophobic, and 
anti-Semitic incidents here on our campus. What 
stands out amidst these incidents is not the hatred, 
but Oberlin’s response to it. Led largely by our stu- 
dents, we came together to teach, to learn, to listen, 
and to appreciate our wide range of viewpoints 
and life experiences. Our community turned these 
events into an educational opportunity. 


Oberlin’s quality is outstanding. We are unique 
among small liberal arts colleges in that we have an 
excellent college of arts and sciences, a world-class 
conservatory of music, and one of the top teaching 
art museums to be found on any campus. 

These assets are employed by our tremen- 
dously talented faculty. Our professors are 
teachers, scholars, scientists, performers, and 
artists who take deep personal interest in their 
students’ education and development. 


We attract strong students. Once here, they do 
amazing things. This year, for example, our 
students received 16 Fulbright Fellowships, and 
another seven Oberlin students remain on the 
alternate list. According to our records, this is the 
highest total ever awarded to Oberlin. 

We do this by teaching our students to 
become lifelong learners who are their own best 
teachers. We teach them to take intellectual risks 
and to think laterally—to understand how the 
humanities, the arts, and the sciences inform, 
enrich, and affect each other. By connecting 
diverse ideas and themes across the academic 
disciplines, Oberlin students learn to better 
reason, analyze, and express their creativity and 
their ideas. They are capable of thinking and 
acting globally and locally. 


In recent years, we have worked to give our gradu- 
ates an edge in the highly competitive job market 
by expanding our cocurricular opportunities. In 
addition to winter-term and summer internships, 
these now include the Cole Scholars internships 
for electoral politics, the Oberlin Business 
Scholars, the Oberlin Law Scholars, the Health 
Careers Program, and our entrepreneurship 
program, the Creativity & Leadership Project. 
These programs give our students an insider’s 
view of specific fields and direct contact with 
Oberlin alumni who are leaders in their fields. 

What distinguishes Oberlin from so many other 
top colleges and universities is our fundamental 
beliefin providing worthy students, regardless of 
their socioeconomic circumstances, with access to 
our educational excellence. An Oberlin education 
has never been just for children of the wealthy. 
Throughout our history, we have welcomed 
thousands of young people from low income and 
middle class backgrounds. Many of them are the 
first generation of their family to attend college. 

We are proud that the student support we 
provide today is greater than ever before in 
Oberlin history. Moving forward, it is crucially 
important that we maintain our commitments to 


access and financial aid and to providing the very 
best in undergraduate teaching. We need to pay 
competitive salaries if we are to recruit and retain 
high-quality faculty. 


This past September, we launched Oberlin 
Illuminate—a comprehensive campaign designed 
to address the challenges I’ve outlined and ensure 
Oberlin remains a great institution for the next 
180 years. Oberlin Illuminate’s goal of $250 
million was set during the Great Recession. We 
have raised approximately $180 million and are 
about a year ahead of schedule. That success is 
the result of gifts from nearly 31,000 donors, 
including alumni, faculty and staff, parents, 
organizations, and friends of the college. 


As it has since 1833, Oberlin creates leaders by 
teaching students to respect and learn from their 
differences, and by preparing them to engage 
with the most difficult issues facing humankind. 
Oberlin’s continuing leadership in promoting 
sustainability and social progress grows from 
those historic roots. 

Our quality, reputation, and continuing 
relevance were built by generations of Oberlin- 
ians. Like you, they took the education and ethos 
of social engagement that Oberlin instills and 
used it to transform the wider world. 

That is why Oberlin is great. With your help 
that greatness will endure. And Oberlin, our 
Oberlin, will continue to educate, illuminate, and 
inspire people the world over for centuries to come. 

Thank you. 


The full text of President Krislov’s state of the 
college speech, along with his commencement 
speech, are available online at Oberlin.edu/oam. 
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FOOD DELIGHT, FOOD FRIGHT 


t half-past 84, I don’t create complex 

meals much anymore, but it’s fun to read 
about Obies who do—and I hang out with 
locavores. Compliments on the beautiful food 
issue (Spring 2013). What a well-researched, 
well-written, well-designed delight! 


Jup1ITH Marcu Davis ’51 
Prescott, Ariz. 


he latest alumni magazine on food is 

beautiful and appropriately luscious. The 
color printing and paper seem much better 
than previous issues. And I am happy to note 
an Oberlin grad and a student on the design 
team. For years it has struck me as odd that 
Oberlin could not attract a design alumnus. 
Are we so few? 


MARTHA SCOTFORD '66 
Raleigh, N.C. 


The writer is professor emeritus, graphic design, 
at N.C. State University’s College of Design. 


ood kills! That was my paradoxical 
F reaction to your recent issue celebrating 
Oberlin’s relationship to nutrition. It’s a weird 
thought, because for the past million years, all 
humanoids have faced a daily struggle to get 
enough calories. Strangely, too much of the 
wrong foods has become a leading cause of 
death, disability, and spiraling health care costs, 
at least in America. 

Human history over the previous 10,000 
years chronicled a great leap forward in agricul- 
ture that increased Earth’s carrying capacity 
from a few million to a few billion humans. 
Then, within my lifetime, something big 


happened: agribusiness. 
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The American way of business has made us 
among the most prosperous people in history 
by harnessing the power of greed to give us 
more of what we want—whether it’s good for 
us or not. American agribusiness has boosted 
our planetary carrying capacity at least ten-fold 
over the past century and has been so prolific 
that politicians have frantically sought outlets 
for the excess, burning it as fuel even when the 
net impact on the environment is negative, and 
exporting it to the ruination of small farmers 
everywhere. 

All this would count as an amusing foible 
were it not for the epidemic of insulin 
resistance that currently plagues us. Our 
children are fat, and we are fat; our fitness is 
falling, and we are dying decades earlier than 
we need to. All this needless suffering arises 
from the corruption of our public officials, 
mostly at the federal level, due to the selfish 
interests of agribusiness. 

So what’s a good Libertarian to do? Please 
don’t suggest more regulations about what we 
can eat! Misregulation by gullible, greedy 
politicians is right at the heart of this problem. 
Look at the Department of Agriculture’s 
recommendations for a healthy diet, and you'll 
see that nearly half of your calories should 
come from simple carbohydrates: refined 
sugars and milled grains. If you want to eat 
unrefined grains and think that’s healthy, they 
don’t mind. As long as the U.S. presidential race 
begins in Iowa, this won't change. 

We can change the American way of death 
through individual experience and through 
education. We can lay off the manufactured 
glop that poisons us, and stick to foods that 
were available to our ancestors. In some cases, 
that means going right back to a stone-age diet, 
as nothing in our past has prepared us for 
modern grains, fruits, and sugars. It doesn’t 
take long to see those extra pounds melt away, 
the sugars and pressures and lipids come down, 
and the doctor smiles more at our annual 
checkup. It especially doesn’t take long to find 
that non-commercial eating feels good. 

Then comes the harder job of reforming 
dietary habits of the masses of people who have 
trouble affording a healthy diet and wouldn't 
even know what that looks or tastes like. 


Dr. JOHN M. RATHBUN 68 
Asheville, N.C. 


OBEREACTIONS 


NOT GETTING OFF SCOTT-FREE 


I read with much laughter, some awe, and 
bundles of disbelief the story “The Whole 
IX Yards” (Fall 2012). In a story that touts the 
advancement of women’s sports at Oberlin, two 
words were starkly missing: Jack Scott. 

A true history of women’s sports at Oberlin 
shows that Dr. Scott, the athletics director and 
chair of the physical education department at 
the dawning of Title IX, was the enthusiastic 
leader and moral impetus behind gender equity 
in Oberlin sports. Indeed, the episode detailed 
in the story around women’s access to cross 
country meets occurred while Scott was athletic 
director and the supervisor of coaches. 

Meanwhile, a passing mention of the 
women’s tiny locker room failed to report that, 
in one of his first decisions, Scott reduced the 
size of the men’s faculty locker facilities to 
provide changing space for tuition-paying 
women athletes. It was a decision that quickly 
lived in Yeoman infamy, causing much anger, 
annoyed chagrin, and heated debate among the 
tenured academicians who suddenly had less 
room to hang their towels and store their 
squash goggles. 

I am prepared to stipulate that Jack Scott 
may have not been a perfect administrator. And 
I know that airbrushing history, or having one’s 
own set of facts, is trendy these days. But, 
please, not at Oberlin, where I enjoyed two 
special years (1972-74) as an average student, 
bad athlete, and nuisance sports editor of The 
Review. 

Dr. Scott deserves his due for helping to 
build the foundation—along with other 
courageous women and men—upon which the 
Oberlin women’s athletics program now 
proudly rests. By ignoring Jack Scott, the story 
mightily missed its mark and performed a 
disservice to history. 


Jay WEINER 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Oberlin Alumni Magazine welcomes comments 
from readers. Please address your letters to: 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 247 W. Lorain St., Suite C, 
Oberlin, OH 44074-1089; phone: 440.775.8182; 


or e-mail: alum.mag@oberlin.edu 


Letters may be edited for clarity and space 
Additional letters may appear on OAM's website 


at www.oberlin.edu/oam 


Retiring 

Types 

Six professors— (biology and 
(French and 


(computer science), 


neuroscience), 

flute), 
(chemistry), 

(anthropology), and 

(biology and neuroscience)—retired at the 

end of the academic year. 


Assistant Professor of 
Art History 

was awarded a 
2013 Collaborative 
Research Fellowship 
from the American 


Council of Learned 
Societies. Working 
with Megan Luke, 
assistant professor of 
art history at the 
University of Southern 
California, Hamill 
hopes to shed new 
light on the role of 
photography in 
shaping modern perceptions of art and 
history. “Sculpture and Photography: The Art 
Object in Reproduction” is a coauthored 


Sarah Hamill (top) and 
Julie Christensen 


study of theories of imaging technologies and 
the limits of perception. The fellowship, 
made possible by a grant from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, aims to demonstrate the 
creative potential of collaborative research in 
the humanities and related social sciences. 

5 , assistant professor of 
integrated media in the art department, 
landed a $90,000 Creative Capital grant to 
build DIY video projectors out of discarded 


electronic waste scavenged from around the 


world. A multidisciplinary artist and 
professional musician, Christensen, who also 
serves on the faculties of environmental 
studies and TIMARA (Technology in Music 
and Related Arts), is the second artist from 
Ohio to win the support of Creative Capital, 
a nonprofit that works like a venture capital 


fund for the avant-garde. 


Sustaining 
Interest 

won a 2013 Sustainability 
Award from the APPA: Leadership in 
Educational Facilities, which recognizes 
colleges for their sustainable policies and for 
embedding green practices throughout their 
campuses. The APPA is the largest interna- 
tional association of educational institutions 
and their physical plants, and Oberlin will be 
featured in its Facilities Manager Magazine. 
Oberlin also received a 2013 Climate 
Leadership Award from Second Nature, a 
national nonprofit that works to create a 
healthy, just, and sustainable society by 
transforming higher education. 


Restorative 
Effect 

received the Award for 
Theater Restoration from the Cleveland 
Restoration Society and the American 
Institute of Architects-Cleveland. The awards 
program recognizes exemplary investments 
in the revitalization of northeast Ohio. 


Smithsonian 
included 

Oberlin among 
“The 20 Best Small 
Towns to Visit 

in 2013,” in 

its April issue. 
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May 2013 grad Darrin Schultz will O 
spend his Fulbright year in Japan, \ } | a \. 
where he plans to collaborate with ge ¥ 2 ee 
scientists working in the emerging 

field of bioluminescence. , 


Fulbrights 
and Other 
Bright Lights 


Sixteen Obies—11 graduating seniors, two 
undergraduates, and three alumnae—received 
Fulbright grants to study abroad this year. The 
May 2013 grads are 


and 
Other recipients are 


and . The Fulbright 
is the U.S. government’s flagship international 
educational exchange program. 

7 , who graduated in May, won 
a National Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship; she will pursue a PhD in mathematics 
at the University of Chicago. Double-degree grad 

received honorable mention. 

s Another May grad, , was 
named a Luce Scholar. was awarded the 
Ernest B. Yeager Award for research in spectros- 
copy. The Darmasiswa Scholarship, a fellowship for 
study in Indonesia, was awarded to 

and 
7 received a 2013 Udall Schol- 
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arship, one of 50 awarded to students on the basis 
of commitment to careers in the environment, 
health care, or tribal public policy; leadership 
potential; and academic achievement. 
received honorable mention. 

* and received 
honorable mention in the Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program. 

' , who will graduate in 
December 2013, won a Thomas J. Watson Fellow- 
ship, one of 40 grants nationwide given to college 


seniors to pursue their unique passion for a year 


of independent exploration and travel outside the 


U.S. Schwieterman will study shark conservation 
in regions across the globe. 


= Studio art major was 


the Grand Award winner in the Award for 


Excellence in the Visual Arts competition sponsored 
by the Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Ohio. 

# Oberlin violists and 

won their divisions in the 2013 

American String Teachers Association National Solo 
Competition, sweeping the viola category. The final 
round was held in April at the Kaufman Center's 
Merkin Hall in New York. Mossburg (in the 
senior division) won $1,000, and Orsen (in the 
junior division) won $500. Oberlin was the only 
music conservatory to place finalists in two 


divisions. 
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WHATS YOUR 
INITIATIVE? 


Fifty graduating seniors representing majors from archaeology and geology to 
ethnomusicology and gender, sexuality, and feminist studies, presented their 
research findings in the annual senior symposium. Topics ranged from the 
reproductive rights movement at Oberlin in the 1960s to ground-water storage in 
Asia; the effect of heavy metal ions in Huntington's Disease to themes of 
obsessions and incest in Gabriel Garcia Marquez's One Hundred Years of Solitude 
“It is a culminating experience in which students do just what academics and 
artists do: present their work, whether a research presentation or creative 
performance or show, and engage in open conversation about that work,” says 
Acting Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Joyce Babyak. 
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Backed by the Creativity & Leadership Fund, BinStored was founded by Dean 
Ginsberg ‘12 and James Foust ‘13 as a way to offer students affordable and 
convenient summer storage. BinStored provides students with reusable bins to 
fill with their possessions and drop off at locations all over campus, where the 
company will take care of transportation to storage facilities (in the fall, they 


bring them right back). By move-out time next year, says Ginsberg, they hope to 
have expanded to 10 schools. 
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Come April, you can’t toss a pitch pipe without hitting a conservatory junior or 
senior preparing for a spring recital. Many take place in the conservatory’s 
performance halls, but some students take the chance to get a little more creative 
with their choice of venue. Jazz piano major Shea Pierre and jazz bass major 
Daniel Pappalardo performed their junior recital together at the Cat in the Cream 
Coffeehouse, while Technology in Music and Related Arts (TIMARA) major Charles 
Glanders junior recital took place in the racquetball courts of Philips Gymnasium. 


There is an election 
on May 7th! 

You can vote to fund 
three issucs: 
Acommunity 

disability center; 
A drug task force; e 
Public transit in 


Lorain County. 
To gct information, k 
grab a Leaguc of : 
WomonVotors voting E 
guide at the 4 
circulation desks in 


Mudd and the 
Science Library! 


Ecolympics is an annual three-week- 
long competition among dorms to reduce 
energy use. One dorm takes home the 
gold for the largest percentage of 
electricity reduction, another for water, 
and a third for participating in the most 
Ecolympics-sponsored events. Oberlin’s 
Ecolympics are part of the Campus 
Conservation Nationals, a competition 
wherein a quarter-million students at 
150 different colleges and universities 
work collectively to reduce electricity 
usage by one gigawatt hour. 
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Pop Opera 


Frozen Community, above, is part of a series of pop-up operas staged on city sidewalks by Real Time Opera, the 
result of a collaboration between composer-librettist Paul Schick and painter Don Harvey, both visiting professors 
at Oberlin. Schick, who teaches German, became interested in working with Harvey after attending an exhibit that 
featured his paintings of figures that appeared to be performing. “The paintings followed a larger body of work of 
street scenes | had done," says Harvey. “I was thinking of Toulouse Lautrec and his performers, but | was also 
rereading Jean Genet's Our Lady of the Flowers, which was a much more direct influence.” Schick was inspired by 
Harvey's work. “Having been interested for some time in alternatives to the trickle-down model of traditional opera, 
| suggested we produce a Series of pieces performed in public and filmed for the web,” he says. Besides Oberlin, the 
operas have been staged in Cleveland and Pittsburgh, including one sung in American Sign Language. 


The Game Maker 


For years, when Andrew Innes ’92 


went to the supermarket, he 


brought home ideas along with the 


cheese, shampoo, and breakfast 
cereal. The Harvard Business 
Review software developer moon- 
lights as an award-winning game 
developer, and categories of things 
are fodder for his games. “I got 
completely obsessed with thinking 
up different categories,” he says. 
Innes’ first game, Anomia, is a 
card game. Each card has one of 


eight symbols and a category of 


things. Cards are dealt one at a 
time face up. Ifthe symbol on your 
card matches the symbol on 
another player’s, you race to say an 
example of the category on the 
other player’s card before she can 
name one for yours. The winner 
collects the other’s card. The player 
5 soon the most cards wins. 

’s harder than it sounds. “As 
you're under pressure to mere 
give an example of something, your 
mind tends to betray you and just 
goes blank,” It creates 
many, many moments of high 


said Innes. “ 


tension and then a lot of release. 


The release often takes the form of 


laughter, and the tension the form 
of yelling,” he says. 

Innes began developing the 
game in 2001 and spent years 


refining it, including many rounds 


of playing prototypes with friends. 
One friend, novelist Myla Goldberg 


93, suggested that Innes could 


name the game by finding a word 
that means tip of the tongue. His 
search turned up the perfect word. 
Anomia is the inability to recall 
names. It also refers to social chaos. 
He tapped his Oberlin network 
and his mailing list from his days 
as a musician and presold 500 
copies in six weeks. Anomia won 
the coveted Mensa Select award in 
2010. Another game industry award, 
a partnership with a distributor, 
and commercial success followed. 
The game has sold 100,000 copies, 
with French and German versions 
in the works. Innes’ second game, 
Duple, is a cross between Anomia 
and Scrabble. And more are in the 


pipeline— ERIC SMALLEY °85 


OE 
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Recent Releases 


The River of No Return 


By Bee Ridgway (Bethany Schneider ‘93) 


PENGUIN, 2013 


Nick Davenant, the gentleman farmer with the 
artisanal cheese business who is at the center of The 
River of No Return, would seem at home among the 
hipster retropolitans recreating idealized bygone eras 


in Brooklyn (though his tastes—blancmange, pickled 


pig bits, beef jelly—lean more toward Colonial 
Williamsburg than to Brooklyn’s). As it turns out, 
Nick does, indeed, belong to an early era, not by 
temperament but by time travel. Formerly an 
aristocrat just seconds from death in the Battle of 
Salamanca in 1812, Nick awakens in a London 


hospital room in the 21st century, met by a 1,200-year- 
old butcher in a GAP t-shirt, a greeter for a mysterious 


organization called the Guild. This sci-fi/fantasy/spy 
thriller/adventure story hops centuries and genres 


with ease and funny asides (the common language of 


the Guild is medieval Finnish, but it has a taste for 
BMWs and Apple products). The River of No Return, 
Ridgway’s debut novel, “has the feel of an instant 
classic,” wrote the Washington Post. 


The Insurgents: 

David Petraeus and the 
Plot to Change the 
American Way of War 


By Fred Kaplan ‘76 
SIMON & SCHUSTER, 2013 


“There is no one better 


equipped to tell the 
story,” says the New 
York Times, than the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Kaplan, “a rare 
combination of defense 
intellectual and 
pugnacious reporter.” 


OBEPLIN ALUMNI MAGAZINE / 


God Bless America: The 
Surprising History of an 
Iconic Song 

By Sheryl Kaskowitz ‘95 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PRESS, 2013 


Yes, this book was born 
(okay, published) on the 
Fourth of July. But the 
author goes beyond the 
song's face-value 
patriotism to show how 
it reflects a century of 
American history. 
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CES LEOPOLD 


How to Make a Million 
Dollars an Hour: 

Why Hedge Funds Get 
Away with Siphoning 
Off America’s Wealth 
By Les Leopold ‘69 

J, WILEY AND SONS, 2013 


Silvertone 
By Dzvinia Orlowsky ‘75 


CARNEGIE MELLON 
UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2013 


One of the poems in 
Silvertone—"What | 
Inherited"—neatly 
sums up the theme of 
this collection: what we 
get—and sometimes 
don't get—from our 
families. The author is a 
Pushcart Prize winner 
and founding editor of 
Four Way Books. 


Don't be fooled by the 
first half of the title. 
This is not a get-rich- 
quick how-to, but a 
how-and-why many 
wage earners cant even 
reach the middle class. 


GOULD 
STANDARD 


Celebrated non- 
fiction writer 
John McPhee— 

a four-time 
Pulitzer Prize 
finalist—under- 
stands that good 
writing requires 
good editing. 

In a spring New 
Yorker article, he 
praised the late 
longtime New 
Yorker copy editor 
Eleanor Gould ’38, 
who held the title 
of grammarian 
for many years. 
“A Gould proof 
rarely endeavored 
to influence in 
any manner the 
structure or thesis 
of a piece, and 
was not meant to,” 
McPhee wrote. 
“Its purpose, 
according to 

Miss Gould, was 
to help a writer 
achieve an intent 
in the clearest 
possible way. 

She sat you up, 
let me tell you.” 


The Oberlin Alumni Magazine trolled Tappan Square 
during Commencement 2013 to find out 

what’s next. Crying and cocktails were on the list. 
Photographs by Tanya Rosen-Jones ’97 ¢ Interviews by Emily Crawford ’92 


Yeah, | did my 
undergrad here in 
and now I'm getting 
a master's in 
_ WHAT WERE You 


RNG ASN cot 


Jirair and 
Ellen 
Youssefian 
PARENTS 

WHY ARE YOU HERE? 
ELLEN: For his 
graduation! 


WHAT WERE YOU 
THINKING AS YOU GOT 
READY THIS MORNING? 
ELLEN: We were 
hoping that it doesn't 
rain. So many 
thoughts that we did 
the old yoga thing: 
center on the 
happiness of the 
occasion. That's 

hard because of all 
the grief [for the 


students]: they have 
to move out, they 
have to do this, they 
have to do that, all 
that kind of stuff, but 
we have it a lot easier 
this year. So that was 
our main thought: 
just to celebrate the 
moment. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING AFTER THE 
CEREMONY? 


ELLEN; It's a party! 
And then our 

kid's coming home 
with us! 
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JAZZ 
PERFORMANCE 
[DRUMS] AND 
ETHNO- 
MUSICOLOGY 
MAJOR 


‘Cause I'm 


graduating, yeah. 


I'm just hanging 
with friends 

and family, 
finishing packing, 
and getting 
some drinks. 


How good it is 
to be finished 
with everything 
and, you know, 
looking forward 
to the next 
step, yeah. 


I'm starting grad 
school at NYU in 
September. 


as 
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PHILOSOPHY 
MAJOR 


To graduate, 
mostly. 


| mean, I'm also 
gonna cry but, 
that’s in addition 
to graduating. 


Yeah, this took a 
little bit of time. | 
wanted to make 
sure | didn’t get 
hair gel on the 
sides of my head, 
‘cause it looks 
really bad. 


It gets white 
and patchy and 
flaky. And | left 
my tie in my car 
so | had to go 
get that. 


I'm probably 
going to take 
some certifica- 
tion classes and 
then I'm going 
to move to 
Pittsburgh, live 
near this one 
[points to friend] 
and with two 
other friends 
who are 
graduating this 
year. 


| created a list 

of careers | 
wouldn't mind 
having. You need 
certification 
classes to bea 
fireman, a 
personal trainer, 
or a piercer. 


COMPARATIVE 
AMERICAN 
STUDIES MAJOR 


I'm graduating. 


| woke up, took a 
shower, and 
immediately 
started crying 
because | had to 
say goodbye to 
my best friend. | 
listened to that 
song by Third 
Eye Blind, “Can | 
Graduate?,” tried 
to get to that 
throwback 
nostalgia from 
high school, and | 
cried my eyes 
out. There wasn't 
a lot of thought, 
just feelings. 


I'm moving to 
Philadelphia 
and I'm working 
for Decarcerate 
Pennsylvania, a 
prison abolition- 
ist organization 
working to end 
mass incarcera- 
tion in the state 
of Pennsylvania. 


CAMPUS SECURITY 
SUPERVISOR 


To make sure 

everything goes 
in a smooth and 
orderly fashion. 


Do we get 
through it? After 
36 years that is 
my entire goal: 
to get through it. 


Three days off. 


ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF 
ANTHROPOLOGY 


To celebrate the 
students that 
| met this year. 


Well, | thought 
it was kind of 
neat because | 
remember when 
| graduated 
from a small 
liberal-arts 
college and | 
remember one 
of my favorite 
things was 
seeing my 
faculty members 
on the walk in. 


FOR MORE PICTURES 


AND INTERVIEWS, 
VISIT WWW. 
OBERLIN.EDU/OAM 


Yes! 


I'll be back at 
Oberlin next year, 
but I'm going off 
to South Africa 
and Malawi to do 
some research. 


Probably going 
to pack up my 

house and then 
getting a drink. 


VISITING 
ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF 
CHEMISTRY 


I'm here to see 
and celebrate 
with my 
graduating 
students. More 
of them were 
seniors than | 
realized! 


| got up, put 
my gown on, 
made sure my 
house was stil! 


standing—I| was 
an undergrad 
here, too, and it’s 
my reunion 
weekend. There 
are about a 
dozen people 
staying with me 
and it's been 

a hectic couple 
of days! 


After this I'm 
headed home to 
squeeze ina 
little bit more 
time with my old 
friends. This 
weekend, | head 
to Minneapolis, 
where I'm 
excited to work 
in a civil 
engineering lab 
with one of my 
students all 
summer. 


TRACK COACH 


This is my 

11th commence- 
ment— I've 

got students 
graduating, 
alums coming 
back, I'm 

always here at 
commencement, 
watching the 
end. | was 

there at the 
beginning, and 
I'm gonna be 
here at the end. 


How this is really 
not goodbye but 
a “see you later.” 


Going home 
and spending 
some time with 
the family. 


CLASS-ELECTED 
TRUSTEE 


A lot of my best 
friends are 
graduating this 
year, and so I'm 
here to support 
them and enjoy 
the ceremony. 
And of course it's 
an excuse to 
come back. 


| was nervous 
for some 

reason. | was 
telling Coach, 


"There's 


butterflies.” 

| don't know 
why. I'm not 
graduating, 
but | guess | 
was nervous 
for my friends 
and seeing all 
of them. 


| wasn't, 
actually! | wasn't 
that nervous. 

| feel more 
nervous now 
than | did 

last year. 


Three years of 
medical school 
to complete at 
Dartmouth. 


So many 
barbecues and 
things going on, 
you know. 

Six people 
invited me so I'm 
going to try and 
be at multiple 
places at once. 


COMP LIT AND 
PREMED MAJOR 


I'm here to see 
my friends 
graduate and 
celebrate in this 
momentous 
day. | feel really 
joyful for all of 
them. | think 
that at Oberlin 
sometimes the 
tradition and 
ceremonial 
aspects of things 
like graduation 
are underplayed, 
but it's so lovely 
to see everyone 
so excited on 
this day and to 
be a part of it. 
I've gone every 
year, ever since 

| was a freshman, 
even though | 
had fewer 
friends gradu- 
ating then than | 
do now. It's 
important to 
share in, | think. 
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AUTHOR, THE 
LAST RUNAWAY 


lam here to 
give the 
commencement 
speech. 


| was thinking 
thattim beyond 
nervous. | Was 


really nervous 
two days ago 
and now I'm 

actually less so. 


| have lunch with 
an old professor 
[Politics and 
East Asian 
Studies Professor 
Marc Blecher] 
and then | get on 
the plane to go 
back to London. 
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A decade in, the Oberlin Business Scholars program is bringing something 
new to Oberlin students—and to the business world. 
BY CHRISTOPHER JOHNSTON ¢ ILLUSTRATIONS BY KATIE EDWARDS 


DECADE AGO, STEWART KOHL 77 AND BELA 
Szigethy 77 devised a winter-term course ostensi- 
bly designed to offer Oberlin students a bird’s-eye 
view of the intricate workings of mergers and 
acquisitions, hedge funds, venture capital, private 
equity, and investment banking. But there were 
ulterior—and altruistic—motives, which Kohl 
expressed succinctly: “Wall Street could use more Tappan Square.” 

“The world would be a better place if there were more Oberlin values 
and liberal arts training in the business world,” Kohl says today. 

Now in its 10th year, Oberlin Business Scholars (OBS) is a month- 
long experiential opportunity that provides select scholars from all 
majors with a foundation of skills, knowledge, and contacts to compete 
for jobs and internships in the fields of finance and consulting. Students 
take part in intensive workshops and site visits with alumni volunteers 
in the private sector. The inaugural class of scholars—13 in 2004—was 
paired with alumni in Cleveland and New York. The program has since 
expanded to include components in Chicago and Boston. 

“Because Oberlin does not offer a degree in business, this program is 
particularly important for students who think it may be an appropriate 
career path—but don’t yet have the means to know,” says Dean of Studies 
and Vice President of Strategic Initiatives Kathryn Stuart. 

Founding sponsors Kohl and Szigethy—co-CEOs of the Riverside 
Company, a private equity firm in Cleveland—have supported the ongoing 
evolution of the program, which now involves some 50 alumni. Kohl says it 
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has more than exceeded their original expectations, providing a window to 
the realm of business and finance for students and exposing them to new 
ideas, worlds, and career opportunities. 

Oberlin’s Career Center oversees the Business Scholars Program. 
Director Richard Berman says he has made improvements to the continu- 
ally evolving initiative, usually based on participant feedback. This year, for 
example, he increased the number of alumni panels and presentations. 


“The students just love it when they get to engage directly and be part of the 


experience at each site,” he says. “So we’re working with more and more 
presenters each year to incorporate a case study.” 

One graduate of the inaugural OBS class, David Kwakye 06, an 
investment professional at Emerging Capital Partners in Lagos, Nigeria, 
says he appreciated the exposure to different areas of finance, business, 
private equity, and consulting. “Getting to meet and interact with Oberlin 
alums working in these industries and hearing about their experiences was 
particularly helpful,” he says. “Many of them remain mentors.” 

Oberlin Business Scholars begins its second decade in January 2014. 
Kohl looks forward to meeting the “diverse and impressive” group of 
students in the new class and following them as their careers take shape. 

“We have a growing number of success stories,” he says. “Watching 
these students enter the business world and seeing how their careers 
develop is especially rewarding.” > 


CASE STUDIES 


TAKING CARE 


THROUGH BUSINESS 


By Christopher Johnston 


Bent on Business 


This summer, freshly graduated Jason Bent ‘13 
began his career at Charles River Associates, an 
economic, strategy, and policy consulting firm in 
Washington, D.C. He works as a life sciences 
analyst specializing in the pharmaceutical and 
biotech industries. The two-year position will 
provide valuable hands-on experience and leave 
him with several options at the end to attend 
business or law school or move into another 
business. 

“I'm interested in development,” says the 
Madison, Wisconsin, native. “So | could certainly 
see staying in business and working in 
emerging markets or getting involved in 
development work in South Asia or Asia.” Bent 
says the OBS program was “the turning point 
that cemented my interest in business.” 

Bent credits two winter terms at Oberlin with 
guiding him toward his early career steps. In his 


first year, he spent the term shadowing his uncle, 


who works in finance, on a business trip through 
Hong Kong, China, and India. That experience 
sharpened his interest in business and South 
Asia, and he returned to India several times while 
at Oberlin. The trip also led the economics and 
South Asia history major to apply for the Oberlin 
Business Scholars program in his second year. 
Today, he has fond memories of learning how 

to purchase a suit at Brooks Brothers and can 
tick off key business etiquette lessons he 
acquired pertaining to dining or conversing with 
a colleague. But visiting banks and firms in New. 
York—the heart of finance—and practicing the 
deal-making process was the most memorable 
part of the program. 

“Most of the people we visited exuded a 
feeling of achievement and believed they were 


doing interesting and important work,” he recalls. 


“It was great to see how all of these alumni, 
who had spent anywhere between 5 and 40 
years in business, still held on to that core 
Oberlin idea of changing the world positively.” 


A Host of 


Opportunities 


Evelyne White ‘04 honed her passion for hosting 
people in her home while attending Oberlin. She 
enjoyed it so much that she later started hosting 
people through sites such as Air B&B. But some- 
thing was missing from those experiences. In 
January, she and classmate Shane Boris 
launched Bookalokal to correct that. 

“| realized that what was missing was the 
connection and social interaction with local 
people when you were traveling,” says White, 
who studied harp at Interlochen Arts Academy 


before double majoring in harp and environmen- 


tal studies at Oberlin. “So, Bookalokal is not just 
about food, it's about experiences.” 

The online platform connects guests to local 
hosts who share home-cooked meals, food 
tours, cooking lessons, and other creative “food 
events” that may feature live music or art 
shows. “It's just a very cool amalgamation of the 
art and food cultures,” she says. 

Of course, White's hosting skills are 
supported by an extensive resume that fueled 


her with the acumen to start such a venture. Her | 


participation in the inaugural 2004 OBS group 
led to an investment banking gig at Bear 
Stearns. She then joined the Riverside Company 
for five years, having kept in touch with co-CEOs 
and OBS founders Stewart Kohl and Bela 
Szigethy, who had introduced her to private 
equity. She worked in the New York office before 
helping to open a branch in Brussels. 

From 2008 to 2010, she took time off to 
earn her MBA at Harvard University, and the 
summer in between she worked at a clean 
technology investment firm. But her exposure 
at Riverside to management teams of small-_. 
and medium-sized companies inspired her to 
try it herself. Bookalokal now has hosts in 20 
countries, primarily in Europe and the U.S., but 
Asia is in the plans. White recently won cash 
prizes from Harvard's new venture competition 
and Oberlin’s LaunchU program (see essay, 
opposite). Currently, she is raising funds to hire 
more talent and accelerate the development 
of the company. 

Looking back on what got her to where she 
is today, she says: “If there was anything at 


Oberlin that had an impact on my trajectory, 
it was OBS.” 


raising Work Home 


Born in Ghana, | David Kwakye ‘06 knew he 
wanted to find a path back to Africa after his é 
family moved to Rockville, Maryland, when he © 
was in high school. Although Kwakye majored i in” 
economics, it was his experience asa member of 
the inaugural OBS class in 2004, which exposed : 
him to the various areas of finance and business, 
that changed everything. seit rise poe 
“For a sophomore, going | into a corporate Loe 
environment can be pretty daunting,” he says. a 
“So having that safe opportunity to learn ae 
essential business communications and i a 
job-seeking skills, combined with the connec- } 
tion to a network of Oberlin alums working i in 
business and finance, was just amazing.” y 
Based on the time his OBS team spent at the 
offices of the Riverside Company, he decided © 
that a career in private equity was the way to co 7 
In June, his two paths merged when he moved a. 
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to Lagos, Nigeria, to join Emerging Capital ; 
Partners, an African-focused private equity firm — 
with offices throughout the continent that: 4 
manages $2 billion in assets. ; pA 

During his time in OBS, Korky landed an a 
internship at JP Morgan in New York for the. i 
summers of his sophomore and junior years. ie 
The firm made him a full-time offer after he a 


graduated, and he took a job as an analyst in si 
its tech media and telecommunications : 
investment banking division. After two years, i 
he left to work at Fortress Investment Group B 

before deciding to pursue his MBA at the. Hee 
University of Chicago. While there, he did a os 4 
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_ summer internship with Credit Suisse in New — oe 


York and spent a summer with an investment _ 
advisory firm in Accra, Ghana. Bene 
After completing his degree, Kwakye was : 
hired by Credit Suisse as an associate in the A , 
investment banking division, where he focused 
on clients in the global energy industry. He _ if 
worked in New York for two years, but began to. 
search for private equity positions in Africa, oe 
finally landing his current position in the spring. — 
“The great thing about OBS is that it provides — 
you with enough access, training, coaching, and — 1% 
mentoring, so that you can take it from there ’ 
and run with it," he says. | 
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ag ing | director of Gridiron Capital, a 

‘pr y firm in New Canaan, Connecticut, 

_ Keith Jack aa oversees approximately 

750 0 mien in capital aimed at buyouts of 
mi c d sae companies. _ 

es are are very hands-on with family-owned 
busine ess es and « entrepreneurs who have taken 
_ the businesses to a great level and carved 
outa a olid n niche," he explains. “But they need 
ur st upport and expertise to help grow their 
busines ses even more.” Bes ME 
; Be ‘The Sacramento, California, native has been 
0 0 track | to flourish as an entrepreneur since 
college. F Recruited by Oberlin’s football coach 
soa Jackson transferred from 
aho his j junior year. .The following 
ummer he started a ‘company jin San Diego to 
- ell | Dish | Network and Direct TV satellite 
sy 2ms and hired a manager to run it while he 
# et rned to Oberlin for his senior year. 

That's 's when he met Christopher Wofford ‘87, 
_ now managing director and global sector head 

at Banc of America Securities i in New York, 
who saw his promise and became a mentor. 

_ Wofford advised Jackson to look into the brand 
new Business Scholars program to further 

: hi business experience and abilities. Jackson 

if ed up serving as captain of his OBS team 

2 befriended Stewart Kohl and Bela Szigethy, 
p abated him on to the world of private equity. 
$s 7 | suggested he pursue a training program 

in investment banking. That led toa job at Credit 

Suisse in New York. : 
we OE BS provided me with a deep appreciation 
fe ‘the alumni network and the dedication the 
a it have to Oberlin,” Jackson says. “That 
we par through their willingness to meet with 
P iadenes who didn’t know much about finance, 
“investi ent banking, or private equity.” 

BO t He then: took a position with JP Morgan 
Partners (later ccMP Capital), earned his 
Executi MBA from Columbia University, and 
tart id with Gridiron in 2010. Throughout, he has 
d to rely on the mentors and friends he 


completing the OBS program. 


ray have played a major role in my ability 
ream er he says. @ 
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PERSPECTIVE 


LAUNCHU 
TOO 


New entrepreneurship program builds business on liberal arts 


foundation. By Eugene Carr’82 


SUCCESSFUL ENTREPRENEURS ARE VISION- 
aries willing to take personal risks in order to 
bring new ventures to market. The best create 
massive amounts of value (and wealth) 
through innovation, creativity, and the ability 
to lead. When Oberlin graduate Charles 
Martin Hall invented the modern process for 
extracting aluminum working in collabora- 
tion with a former professor, he not only 
changed the world; he also created tremen- 
dous wealth, much of which determined 


Oberlin’s long-term financial health through- 
out most of the 20th century. . 


Launch is betting that lightning can 
strike twice, especially at a place like Oberlin, 
which has always nurtured creativity, 
independence, and innovative thinking. For - 
the next two winter terms, LaunchU will 
build upon a ‘program piloted last January to 
help aspiring entrepreneurial students and 
alumni get businesses off the ground by 
creating a community of like-minded people 
with the relevant business experience to help 
and support new ventures. 

LaunchU developed out of a position paper 
I wrote two years ago as a member of the - 
President’s Advisory Committee (PAC). The 
concept was a response to President Marvin 
Krislov’s challenge to the PAC to develop 
extra-curricular ideas that would hit several of 
the institution’s long-term goals: 1) enhance 
the Oberlin experience for students; 2) 
re-engage inactive alumni; and 3) help ensure 
the viability and vitality of Oberlin College 
well into the 21st century. 

At the first LaunchU program, in January, 
more than a dozen teams of students and recent 
graduates worked for three intense weeks with 
business mentors to hone business ideas. In the 
fourth week they presented their plans toa 
panel of seasoned entrepreneurs and investors. 
Ideas included BinStored, a summer storage 
service at colleges, beginning with Oberlin; 
Bookalokal.com, a travel-oriented dining site; 
anda sustainable reading program in Kenya, 
Kenya Reads. 

Following on that success, LaunchU was 
re-envisioned as the centerpiece of the 
Creativity & Leadership Program, which had 
initially focused on helping conservatory 
students become “self-entrepreneurs” in their 


careers. That program quickly spread from 
the conservatory to include arts and sciences 
students. 

There are many reasons why Oberlin is 
the right place to nurture entrepreneurship, 
even if the idea has not traditionally been 
associated with the institution. Steve Jobs 
himself, explaining the success of Apple, 
described why advancement in technology 


_ must be coupled with the broadest and most 


open type of educational system: 

“It’s in Apple’s DNA that technology alone is 
not enough—it’s technology married with 
liberal arts, married with the humanities, that 
yields us the results that make our hearts sing,” 

In an era of crumbling public faith in the 
humanities as a foundation for personal 


success and economic innovation, isn’t it the 


mission of a college like Oberlin to show how 
a liberal education is necessary to unleash 


_ creative new ideas into the global economy 


and promote social welfare? LaunchU aims to 
harness Oberlin’s unique educational 


_ experience as a fertile ground where ideas 


might germinate from the interaction of 
students from myriad backgrounds and 
communities, The goals of LaunchU emanate 
from Oberlin’s mission as an environment for 


thinking creatively about improving the 
world and adding value to the lives and 


institutions that make it a better place. 

If you look around campus you will see in 
abundance what can come from entrepre- 
neurialism: Carnegie Library, a gift from 
Andrew Carnegie; Mudd Library, a philan- 
thropic effort by the son of a 19th-century 
mining engineer-turned-entrepreneur; 


_ Wright Physics Lab, a gift from one of those 


two Dayton bicycle entrepreneurs who 
happened to invent human flight. 

As Oberlin continues to seek new ways to 
broaden its relevance to both students and 
alumni—and ensure its own long-term 
financial future—adding LaunchU to the 
portfolio seems ripe for our time. It might 
very well be that the next Charles Martin Hall 
just needs a little help getting her idea 
launched. = 
Interested in becoming involved in LaunchU 


as an investor, donor, mentor, or participant? 
Visit oberlin.edu/launchu. 
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By Jeff Hagan ’86 


WHEN THE SOFT-SPOKEN POLITICAL CONSULTANT TELLS YOU JUST 
how much he keeps an eye you, somehow it doesn’t feel nearly as creepy 
as it should. More like Santa Claus than Big Brother. 

Did Team Obama see you when you were sleeping, and know when 
you were awake? Well, it at least knew when you were watching TV. 
Among the many data sources mined and analyzed by the Obama 
campaign were cable television stats collected from 20 million set-top 
boxes in 8 million homes. Viewing habits were matched with voter 
registration data and reports from campaign canvassers to fine tune 
targeted messages to households and maximize advertising dollars. 

The data, says Jim Margolis, “tell us things like, ‘Gee, we have a lot of 
people who are watching The Dating Game on TVLand reruns from 
30 years ago that we want to talk to.” 

Margolis ’78, a senior partner in the Washington, D.C., consulting 
firm GMMB, twice helped steer Barack Obama to victory while serving 
as an inner-circle senior advisor on media strategy and advertising, 
His clients include a large roster of Democratic senators, including 
Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada. 

Analyzing voter data for better targeting has long been a part of 
political campaigns. In the past, candidates used zip code-sorte 


demographic data and analyses of the ethnicity of a last n 


d 


ame to tailor 


Jim Margolis 
knows what y 
last summer. 
Or atleast wh 
you watched c 


messages. These days the instruments are not nearly as blunt. 

Through use of data mining, computer modeling, analytics, and 
emerging technology, the Obama campaign was able to pull data and 
push messages at micro and macro levels through low- and high-tech 
means. These stats then informed decisions on everything from 
what message to use with those Dating Game watchers to which states 
were worth contesting. 

In some markets, the campaign had the ability to present different 
ads to different homes during the same television show. Such precision 
allowed the Obama campaign—which expected to be heavily outspent by 
Republican challenger Mitt Romney and political action committees 
supporting him—to use its resources more efficiently. It’s also what 
convinced the campaign to continue its efforts in Florida, even though 
many observers on both sides felt the state was falling toward Romney. 

But Margolis cautions against too much emphasis on the “shiny new 
object” of analytics and technology. The heart of the victory, he says, was 
the candidate and his message—not the campaign tactics. He also 
worries about the fracturing of American society, a sentiment he admits 
is sometimes hard to square with the slicing and dicing of data and 
messaging that helped get his candidate elected. 


My fear about what’s happening every day is that we are becoming 


more and more narrowly focused to our own sources of information,” 
he says. “We go to FOX for our news if we’re conservative, MSNBC if 
we're liberal. We go to certain websites that reinforce the same perspec- 
tives that we already own.” 

Decades ago, he adds, with just three television networks, “there was a 
common sense of the news and what reality was. We might have had 
different beliefs, but at least there was a conversation taking place among 
most Americans around the water cooler that started with the same inputs.” 

One way Margolis hopes to bridge this divide is through his work 
with a Republican strategist, Mark McKinnon, to identify areas of 
common purpose surrounding the plight of children. The two have 
helped the organization Next Generation launch Too Small to Fail, a 
bipartisan, national initiative to put children at the center of the national 
agenda. The team created a controversial TV commercial reminiscent of 

s typical hard-hitting political ad. In it, a boy jumps into a swimming 
pool and looks as though he’s about to drown. “Can’t watch one child in 
ger? You do it every day,” the ad’s caption reads. 
“Kids don’t have many voices in Washington,” Margolis says. 
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LIFELONG ATHLETES 

"YOU GOTTA KEEP MOVING," 
SATCHEL PAIGE ONCE 

SAID. ITS A LESSON THAT 
TENNIS PLAYER JOHN | 
ERIKSON 61 REMEMBERS 
WHEN THINKING ABOUT 

HIS GAME. IN FACT, IT’S A 
LESSON THAT MANY ALUMNI 
HAVE TAKEN TO HEART. 


STAYING ACTIVE, KEEPING FIT— 


THESE-ARE ESSENTIAL 
INGREDIENTS FOR BOTH 
BETTER PHYSICAL HEALTH 
AND BETTER MENTAL AND 
SOCIAL WELL-BEING. BUT 
DONT JUST TAKE OUR WORD 
FOR IT: LET OUR OLDER 
ALUMNI ATHLETES 
THEMSELVES TELL YOU HOW 
AND WHY THEY Ot. 


BY ) KEIRN-SWANSO 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY TANYA ROSEN- JONES ' 97 AND ANDY MCMILLAN 
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‘“ 


‘| think exercise has definitely had an 


«Delbert 


Mason‘'56 


GOLFER AND RETIRED 
PEDIATRICIAN 


"| had a cerebral 


hemorrhage in 1992 
and began a very regular 
exercise routine. When 
| step on the treadmill, 

| reflect on friends of 
mine who would like to 
be able to do that and 
can't. That's a great 
motivating factor for 
me to get up and do it. 
As you age, you tend 

to have friends who are 
affected that way. 

It makes me more 
appreciative of the fact 
that | can." 


John 
Erikson ‘61 


ASSISTANT MEN'S & 
WOMEN’S TENNIS COACH 
AT OBERLIN 


“My doctor told me 


my arthritis would be a 
real problem if | ever 
stopped being active, 
but being fit helps your 
mind almost more 
than your body. Staying 
active keeps you 

alert, and you sleep 
better after a workout. 
Being together for 
sporting activities has 
kept me close to 

my family. There's a 
sense of well-being when 
youre active.” 


effect on my sense of happiness, my sense of 


my own health, and it's kept me fresh.” 


Play tennis at 
this level. 
It has kept me 
involved 

with younger 
people, and 
that keeps you 
young too.” 


JOHN ERIKSON ‘61 


| "When 
| I'm active, 
have all 
inds of — 
hysical and 
mental 
advantages. 
| When I'm 
unable 
| (to be active), 
| ROW 2 2. 
I'm failing 
myself.” 


iM Bavis'62 


= 


«jim Bavis ‘62 
SOFTBALL PLAYER, 


CONSULTANT, AND 
TWICE-RETIRED LAWYER 


2m find a toam 


WOrkK 
wit 
f <ameon e else is 
g On you, it makes 
t hard to Say Yo 
e tter, yO € 
n 1\ lave 
someone who can 


Ss 
be strong when youre 
eling weak. When 
exercise, My mind Is 
arer, my life is less 


C 
cluttered, and |m 


my time wisely.” 


» Ann B. 
Stevens ‘69 


BALLROOM DANCER, 
SWIMMER, AND 

RETIRED PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER 
“Everybody should keep 
up an active lifestyle. 

| maintain that if you feel 
down in the dumps, 

you feel much better 

if you go work out. After 
a swim, you feel ten 
times better than when 
you went in. And 
ballroom dancing is great 
because it’s a social 
activity. After you go 
dancing, you feel a 
hundred times better. 

If you had a bad day, 

go dancing.” 


"I've always Deen active; | wouldnt Know 
what it would be like to be a couch potato. 
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RECORD 
HIGHS 


RAVEL: INTIMATE 
MASTERPIECES 


THE SNEETCHES 


HYPERSUITE 2: 
MUSIC FOR SOLO CELLO 


AAA — | 
A PLACE TOWARD 
OTHER PLACES 


30 


BACK 
CATALOG 


LEARN MORE AND SHOP 
AT WWW.OBERLIN.EDU/ 
OBERLINMUSIC 


THE OBERLIN 
CONSERVATORY 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
AT CARNEGIE HALL 


BEAUTY 
SURROUNDS US 


THE OBERLIN 
ORCHESTRA IN CHINA 


THE OBERLIN 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 


LE POUVOIR DE 
L'‘AMOUR— 
1743 BALLET-HEROIQUE 
BY JOSEPH-NICHOLAS- 
PANCRACE ROYER 


SEPTEMBER 28, 2001, 
INAUGURAL CONCERT 


ith a performance of an Elliott Carter concerto 
looming and a horrendous cold lingering, 
Associate Professor of Clarinet Richard Hawkins 
had enough to worry about. That’s when 
conductor Timothy Weiss chimed in. 
“On the day of the concert, he said, “Why don’t we record this!” 
recalls Hawkins, who was barely fit for one performance, let alone two. 
“Just get me through this,” he muttered weakly in reply. 

Hawkins did get through the performance that fall day in 2010, 
as well as a recording session in Oberlin’s newly christened Clonick 
Hall studio soon after. 

That session was released in January 2013 on the album A place 
toward other places, a collection of four pieces, recorded over three 
years, that feature Hawkins and Oberlin’s Contemporary Music 
Ensemble. The album is the first of four slated for release this year on 
Oberlin Music, the conservatory’s burgeoning commercial record label. 

“It’s an incredible resource,” Hawkins says. “As soon as I did that 
project, my colleagues started getting in on it—and they all wanted 
to get involved. It’s a wonderful way to keep the energy level on 
campus high.” 

Fueled by the vision of then-Dean David H. Stull ’89, Oberlin 
Music was founded in 2007 with the aim of promoting the world- 
class work of faculty and students. It debuted with a pair of releases: 
The Oberlin Orchestra in China, recorded live in Beijing, and 
Beauty Surrounds Us, featuring the Oberlin jazz faculty and 
recorded in New York City. The label took a giant step forward in 
2010 when the debut of Clonick Hall delivered the capability to 
record studio sessions at the heart of the conservatory. 

On the heels of Hawkins’ CD—and another by Associate 
Professor of Cello Darrett Adkins—this year will mark the debut of 
a pair of albums that have earned considerable advance buzz: 

Dr. Seuss’ The Sneetches, a musical adaptation of the classic 
children’s tale and the brainchild of Oberlin parent Sidney H. Sobel, 
MD (see sidebar), and Ravel: Intimate Masterpieces, a celebration 


of works by the French composer developed by Assistant Professor — 


Yolanda Kondonassis, an internationally acclaimed harpist. Music 
for that album was recorded in Clonick Hall over winter term 2013; 
its autumn release will be celebrated with a November concert in 
Finney Chapel as part of the 2013-14 Artist Recital Series. 

“As we all know, the record industry is in a great state of change,” 
says Kondonassis. “While this is certainly a challenge for musicians 
working in all genres, it is also a time of opportunity during which 
new resources and collaborations can be combined in creative ways. 

“With most commercial recordings, costs are high when facilities, 
musicians, and recording personnel are all paid for hourly use and 
project-based services,” she adds. “But with the Oberlin Music 
model, these premium resources are all available in-house, provid- 
ing the unique opportunity to make recordings based purely on 
artistic value. This is a wonderful scenario for making extraordi- 
nary recordings, and Oberlin Music is way ahead of the curve.” 

This spring, Adkins celebrated the release of his first Oberlin 
Music CD, the second in a series of recordings collectively titled 


’ Hypersuite: Music for Solo Cello. Like Kondonassis, Adkins is quick 


to point out the many virtues of recording and releasing music on 
campus—most notably the elevation of art over profit. 
« * . . . . 
The Hypersuite projects are experimental in nature and require 


the kind of vision that an institution of higher thinking and 
learning is comfortable with,” he says. “University presses don’t 
gauge the value of their scholarly publications purely on projected 
sales. Oberlin Music has the freedom and creative profile to take 
similar risks to support musical research in the recording medium, 
with a long-range view that supports the artists’ most purely 
artistic visions.” 

While the music that became Hypersuite 2 was recorded in New 
York several years before Clonick Hall came online, Adkins looks 
forward to recording future installments of the series on campus. 

“The addition of Clonick Hall is a huge investment in the idea that 
recorded music is a kind of musical publishing that has a place in the 
academy,” he says. “We have the unique opportunity to disseminate 
to the world the amazing music-making that goes on here, and to 
create a record of performance-related pursuit that will serve the 
artistry of the entire Oberlin community, but hopefully will create a 
workshop for recordings whose relationship to the market matters less 
than our community’s commitment to its highest ideals.” 

At the helm of most Oberlin Music projects is Director of 
Conservatory Audio Services Paul Eachus, a veteran producer of 
classical and jazz recordings. Together with Assistant Director 
Ryan Miller, Eachus records more than 425 performances on 
campus every year. 

The four albums due out this year on Oberlin Music signal a 
pace that is fast becoming the norm. Beginning with 2013-14, six 
recordings will be funded by the dean’s office for release each 
academic year. That’s in addition to recordings that various faculty 
members may pursue on their own. Newly instituted is a juried 
selection system for faculty recordings, to help accommodate 
increased demand. {eo 

Already on the horizon are releases featuring the Contemporary 
Music Ensemble and performances by a number of faculty members, 
among them Professor of Violin Marilyn McDonald, Assistant 
Professor of Violin David Bowlin ’00, Professor of Bassoon George 
Sakakeeny, Associate Professor of Singing Salvatore Champagne ’84, 
and Associate Professor of Flute Alexa Still. Adkins, too, looks 
forward to more studio time to continue his Hypersuite series. 

While CDs will remain a fixture of Oberlin Music, the label 
intends to lean increasingly on digital distribution, allowing 
listeners to obtain music in the way they’re most accustomed—and 
more quickly—while keeping production costs in check. Already, 
each release is available through iTunes and other download 
services. Beginning in October, Naxos of America, one of the world’s 
leading classical music companies, will become the distributor for 
the growing catalog of CD and digital releases on Oberlin Music for 
both brick-and-mortar and online retail distribution. Naxos will 
also help in the marketing of new Oberlin Music titles. 

“This conservatory has been around, in the business of preserv- 
ing important documents of musical history, for longer than any 
record label,” says Adkins. “I’m willing to bet that it will outlast all 
of the record labels that now exist. The idea of participating in the 
cumulative musical record of this storied institution, with the 
preservation abilities of a near-permanent part of the world’s 
musical heritage—that’s very attractive.” 

OMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CONSERVATORY 


ERICH BURNETT IS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF C 
OF MUSIC. 


Sidney H. Sobel used to read 
The Sneetches to his kids, 
When they grew up, he 
started reading it to adult 
guests who would listen. 
Four decades into his 
dramatic recitations, Sobel 
still revels in Dr. Seuss’ 
timeless tale of the perils of 
bigotry and prejudice. And 
he wants everyone else to 
do so as well. 

“I've always been struck 
by the story—the content, 
the message—as a way of 
raising consciousness of 
racism among kids and 
trying to teach them a better 
way,” says Sobel, a radiation 
oncologist in Rochester, N.Y. 

“It was always amazing to me 
that the adults seemed to 
enjoy the sound of the story 
and the message of the 
story at least as much as the 
kids did.” 

So Sobel suggested to 
his wife a version of 
Sneetches set to original 
orchestral music. And to his 
surprise, she said Why not? 

Thus started an 
adventure that resulted 
in the commissioning of a 
score by noted Spanish 
composer Lorenzo Palomo, 
a pair of public performanc- 
es by the Oberlin Orchestra 
in Finney Chapel, and 
narration by actor John 
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WOBC broadcasted 
from this garage 
behind Grey Gables on 


West College Street 
from the mid-50s 
through 1964, when it 
moved to its current 
location in Wilder Hall. 


1940s 


1944 


Marion Widowson Russell invited Midge 
Oakley Bowman to be her guest at the Florida 
Flute Association’s 37th convention in Orlando 
on January 26 and 27. Midge calls Orlando 
home, while Marion divides her time between 
Avon Lake, Ohio, and Venice, Fla. 


1950s 


iL srs 


After two years as a Shansi rep in India and 
two more years in the Oberlin Conservatory, 
Anna Carol Kingdon Dudley married Dick 
Dudley, moved to Berkeley, and began her 
career as a singer. “I directed a Baroque music 
workshop for many years, premiered a lot of 
new music, and taught at San Francisco State 
University and Berkeley. I am still performing 
and am a music critic for San Francisco 
Classical Voice [sfcv.org]. We have three sons: 
Shannon, David, and Justin, all Oberlin 
graduates.” m “My husband and I have lived 
for 15 years at a continuing care community in 


Pleasant Hill, Tenn.,” writes Jane Dewey Heald. 


“T’ve been very involved in bringing the Eden 


Alternative—which advocates a social model of 


long-term care—to Uplands Village. Our new 
nursing home is actually four family-sized 
homes, to each of which I take my Yamaha 
keyboard for hymn singing on Sunday 
mornings. During construction, | taught 
myself to shoot and edit video. I’ve also 


learned to play the snare drum ina local 


ensemble. And a retired pastor friend has 
taught me to play both pool and poker!” 

m “Last summer my wife and I did a ‘tour of 
three Ohio colleges: Oberlin, Denison, and 
Kenyon,” writes Alan F. Mather. “My wife had 
never seen Oberlin, and I had not seen either of 
the other two ‘rival’ colleges.” Back at home in 
New Hampshire, Alan has retired from his 
work as a tour boat driver at the Squam Lakes 
Natural Science Center—where the movie On 
Golden Pond was filmed—although he remains 
active there. “We take a brief break from New 
Hampshire winters and enjoy some Florida 
sunshine,” Alan writes. “Our six ‘kids’ and 11 
grandkids occupy most of our time and 
attention.” m Nancy Nicalo writes: “I have 
been struggling with the gas drilling on Hyner 
Mountain using the fracking system, which 
uses millions of gallons of water under high 
pressure to split the Marcellus shale and 
extract the gas. My neighbors and I did take 
the precaution of having our water tested. I 
opted to save my forest land versus allowing 
drilling on it.” m Herman Turndorf retired as 
chairman of the anesthesiology department at 
the NYU School of Medicine after more than 
25 years. He then celebrated his 55th wedding 
anniversary with his Dutch wife, Sietske. The 
couple moved back to civilization in the heart 
of New York City after living in Miami and 
Key Biscayne, Fla. “We welcome seeing 
Oberlinians anytime in the city,” Herman says. 
@ Mary-Jane Bell Waterhouse recently 
celebrated 60 years of marriage with her 
husband, Bruce ’50. A retired professional 
harpist, she is active these days with the Niles 
Park Board, which oversees more than 20 city 
parks in her hometown. Ma ry-Jane takes piano 
lessons with Mary Louise Beckyman Stauffer 


47, with whom she also performs as a duet. She 


Marion Widowson 
Russell ‘44 


Robert Wignall ‘52 


and Bruce have five children and 10 grandchil- 


fez 


dren. “I’m trying to age gracefully!” she says. 
m Since retiring as pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church in St. Joseph, Mo., in 1995, John D. 
Watson has served as interim pastor in nine 
different churches in Missouri and Kansas. He 
continues to do worship leadership and teach 
in local and nearby churches, and he serves the 
community through the United Way, the Free 
Clinic, InterServ (an ecumenical social service 
agency), and the St. Joseph Symphony. “I am 
still married to Diane after 58 years,” he adds. 
“We have children living in St. Joseph and 
Denver, and grandchildren and great-grand- 
children in St. Joseph and Austin, Texas.” 
m@ Robert Wignall writes: “We have enjoyed 
retired life in Colorado Springs since 1994— 
until June 2012, when we found ourselves right 
in the middle of the Waldo Canyon Fire. 
Fortunately, our townhome was spared, but 
346 homes all around us were destroyed. Now 
many of our neighbors are rebuilding, but it is 
a long, slow process. All of our family are here 
in Colorado, so we are thankful for that.” 


1353 


Jean Nichols Hillman is retired after 38 years in 
early childhood education, teaching children 
as well as teachers. She remains an advocate for 
children in her hometown of Midland, Mich., 
although severe arthritis keeps her from being 
actively involved. She and her husband, Ralph, 
enjoy volunteering with their church and 
community, and they engage with their eight 
great-grandchildren whenever possible. 


Send your news for class notes to 
alum.mag@oberlin.edu, with “class note" in 
the subject line; obituaries of Oberlin alumni 
should be sent to the same address, with 
"losses" in the subject line. 


1954 
\fter retiring as president of Baylor College of 
Medicine in 1996, William T. Butler continued 
to work full-time for the college and began 
compiling its interesting history, from the 
construction of its first building to its current 
status as the largest medical center in the U.S. 
“Much to my surprise,” William writes, “the 
trustees asked me to return as president in 
2008 for two years to correct the budgetary 
deficit—not something that makes many 
friends!” m “I’m still traveling—Alaska, 
Switzerland/Austria, Panama Canal, with 
summer stays in Vermont. It keeps me writing 
poetry and prose,” writes Thelma Morris. “At 
Kendal I enjoy committee work; I’m chair of 
EUREKA|, the literary/arts magazine, and still 
edit the Hospice of the Western Reserve’s 
bereavement quarterly. The Oberlin musical 
scene is much treasured.” m Roberta Young 
Motz has lived in Ponca City, Okla., since 1960 
and has been the organist/pianist for St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church for 50-plus years. 
This year, she moves to Hendersonville, Tenn., 
where her younger son, Gregg, and his wife live 
with their two sons. “Life will be quite 
different,” says Roberta. “The process of 


downsizing a large house is overwhelming!” 


55 


The music of H. Leslie Adams was presented at 
the Smithsonian Institution on October 21, 
2012. Adams’ complete song cycle Nightsongs 
was performed by countertenor Darryl Taylor, 
with Adams being interviewed onstage and 
providing introductory comments. The event 
was presented under the auspices of the 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture. [W]: www.hleslieadams. 
m After 17 years of retirement, Robert 
Connamacher returned to the faculty of the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 
here he resumed a program geared toward 
ns and younger children that he developed 
ore than four decades ago. That program has 
produced some 40 doctors—at least half of 


in addition to many 


ynom are minorities 


r hospital personnel and administrators. 


= Lecturer, cultural historian, and author 
David Garrard Lowe was recognized by the 
overnment and made a Chevalier dans 
Ordre des Arts et des Lettres on November 28 
mony in New York City. His 
e appeared in the New York Times, 
Vall Street Journal, American Heritage, 
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Journalist-turned-hedge fund manager 

has now turned filmmaker. His critically acclaimed 
documentary, Koch, about the combative and flamboyant 
former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, is playing in 
festivals all over the country (world, actually: its two 
screenings at the Jerusalem Film Festival sold out and a 
third was added). It's available via various on-demand 
platforms. Former cinema studies major 


created a documentary about Burning Man 


that was featured in the annual South by Southwest Film 
Festival in March. Fellow cinema studies major 


Poster for Koch, a documetary 
by Neil Barsky ‘81 


saw her senior project short narrative film, 
Dress, win best LGBT film at the Independent Filmmakers 
Showcase 2013 in Los Angeles. Drew also created a short 


film, featured on the website of New York Magazine, 
about and his daily meditations outside the New York headquarters of 
Goldman Sachs, where he can be seen carrying a sign that reads “Let's alleviate suffer- 


ing—together.” The Little Tin Man, edited by 
Seattle International Film Festival in June. AKA Doc Pomus, by 


, premiered at the 
, about the 


blues songwriter who wrote some of rock and roll's biggest and most revered early hits, 
including “Save the Last Dance for Me” and “This Magic Moment,” opens in theaters 
nationally in October, starting in L.A. and New York. Among Miller's interview subjects is 


Pomus biography writer 


. Meanwhile, AIDS activist 


is prominently featured in the award-winning How to Survive a Plague, which snagged a 
2012 Academy Award nomination. 


House ¢ Garden, and City Journal, and his 
books include Stanford White’s New York; 
Beaux Arts New York; Chicago Interiors; Lost 
Chicago; and Art Deco New York. 


1958 

A new book by Sara Hoskinson Frommer, Her 
Brother’s Keeper, is the seventh installment in a 
series of Joan Spencer mysteries. @ Linda 
Woodaman Ostrander published Between 
Mothers and Daughters: A Collection of Poems 
and Lyrics Across Generations. Focusing on the 


nearly 100 years of her mother’s life, the book 


contains reflections on love, life, and leaving by 


daughter Lisa, granddaughter ¢ ‘alliope, her 
mother, and Linda. It’s available at amazon. 
com. In November 2012, Cynthia Finch 
Powers and her husband, Ed, attended the 
world premiere of a viola concerto written by 
their son Daniel ’82. It was performed by the 
lerre Haute Symphony, where Daniel is 
composer-in residence as well as assistant 
principal \ ‘ola. The conductor was David 


» owden, soloist was Logan Strawn, and the 


principal second violin was Paul Roby. 

m “Long time comin’, but here at last,” writes 
Ed Sundt, about his novel Children of the Wind, 
which was released late in 2012. It tells the tale 
of a rural veterinarian in 1930’s Illinois and the 
boy with whom he shares an unlikely journey. 
A resident of Garrett Park, Md., who was raised 
in a small Connecticut town, Ed channels his 
own formative experiences into the story of 


Doc and Cully. 


spel 


After completing his education at the Oberlin 
Conservatory, Donald E. DuPont played 
trombone with Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, 
Guy Lombardo, and other storied bands. He 
went on to perform with the United States 
Army Band, Radio City Music Hall, and The 
Ed Sullivan Show. He devoted 38 years as band 
director at his hometown school—and even 
now, in retirement, he leads the Don DuPont 
Big Band. /E/: cddupont@optimum.net @ Ruth 
Marks Gutmann has been wintering on 


Longboat Key, Fla., on the Gulf of Mexico for 
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the past 12 years. She now hopes to move onto 
the culturally rich mainland of Sarasota. Ruth 
would enjoy a visit or contact from fellow 
Obies. /E]: redrudgut@yahoo.com 

[T]: 941-387-2061 


1960s 


1960 

A new book by Deborah Hayes, Ruth Shaw 
Wylie: The Composer and Her Music, chronicles 
the life of the 20th-century American 
composer and professor of composition and 
music theory. “Hers is scarcely a familiar 
name,” writes Hayes, “yet she left a distin- 
guished body of work and opened the ears of 
her students and audiences to the beauties of 
ensemble improvisation as well as traditionally 
notated concert music. She herself wondered 
whether her work would have been better 
known if she had not been female and if she 
had not worked in the midwestern U.S. but 
rather in New York City, where ‘good deeds’ 
are better rewarded.” Learn more about the 
book at wyliebook.com. m Benjamin Sevitch 
retired four years ago as professor of commu- 
nication at Central Connecticut State 
University, where he taught since 1975. His 
latest book, Speaking in Public: A Global 
Perspective (2005), was published by the Fudan 
University Press in Shanghai. “Life is good in 
Newington, Conn.,” writes Benjamin, “where I 
collect and drink wine.” 


1963 


UCLA Professor J. William Schopf earned two 
prestigious honors for his studies of the early 
history of life. In November, the 
Paleontological Society, the oldest and largest 
such organization, awarded him its greatest 
accolade: the Paleontological Society Medal. 
In April he was awarded the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences’ Charles Doolittle 
Walcott Medal, William’s second NAS medal. 
Conferred every six years and presented 
previously to scientists from Australia, 
Canada, England, Russia, Sweden, and the 
U.S., the Walcott Medal is the highest such 
honor worldwide. Over William’s career, life’s 
history has been extended seven-fold, to 3,500 
million years ago, when Earth was in its 
infancy. William reports that his role in this 


progress stems directly from research he 
began as the first honors student of Oberlin’s 


Department of Geology. 


1964 

Charles “Chuck” Schepel reports that his wife 
of 46 years, Marion A. Schepel, died following 
a long battle with cancer. Condolences may be 
sent to Chuck at 3939 Walnut Ave., Unit 267, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. 


1965 


William Green says he and a Zoroastrian friend 
began a multifaith conversation in the 
Cleveland suburb of Shaker Heights to explore 
with their neighbors what their faiths have in 
common but also what they have in conflict 
and how to engage, rather than tolerate, 
differences. William says the members of his 
group are “tired of the ‘feel-goodism’ that 
defaults to peace and unity without reflection.” 
m “2012 was the year our lives changed,” 
writes Molly Person. “Bill had a major health 
change in January, which included brain 
damage. Unfortunately, Bill’s ski patrol career 
is over, as well as bicycling, backpacking, and 
other dearly loved pursuits. We now live in a 
CCRC, the Terraces at San Joaquin Gardens, in 
Fresno, Calif., near our son Eric and his family. 
Eric teaches chemistry and forensics at 
California State University, Fresno. Our son 
Tom, a cardiothoracic surgeon, lives in Erie, 
Pa., with his family. We get lots of chances to 
enjoy our five grandkids.” m Peter Pollak 
published the novel Last Stop on Desolation 
Ridge in January. A suspense story, Last Stop 
takes place in the Adirondacks and upstate 
New York. 


1966 


An exhibit by editorial photographer-turned- 
nature painter Marianne Barcellona debuted 
in March at the First Street Gallery in New 
York. “I’m a New York City girl—I can walk 
down the Bowery alone at 3 a.m., but put me in 
the woods, and every snap of a twig portends a 
bear or a snake,” she writes. m W. Logan Fry 
hasn’t exactly retired, though he closed his law 
office in 1987. These days, he works on 
computer chip design and brain scans, 
administering his mother’s estate (four years 
now), curating his father’s collection of 


African art and artifacts, operating his own 


W. Logan Fry ‘66 


digital museum, and helping his children 
when he can. Most of all, he’s enjoying life 
with Joanne ’69 on the family farm in 
Richfield, Ohio. For more info on Fry’s 
Digital Museum of Modern Art, visit www. 
dmoma.org. Logan appeared as an extra in 
the Will Smith movie I Am Legend. “I guess I 
should say that Oberlin’s penchant for 
cultivating creative thinking and a ‘can-do’ 
spirit made this all possible,” he writes, “but 
that would be obvious.” m Ron Havens and 
Evan Gay returned to their Oberlin roots with 
a summer motorcycle journey of Europe. 
Their adventure included the Isle of Man 
Manx Grand Prix in Great Britain and a 
10-day tour of the Pyrenees. Over the past 
four years they have ridden from homes in 
the Midwest to the Gulf Coast (twice), the 
East Coast, and the West Coast (U.S. and 
Canada)—on BMWs, of course, albeit newer 
and larger models than Ron’s 250, and with 
Marie Bissing Havens ’66 occasionally riding 
pillion. m Douglas Maass writes: “On 
Election Day 2012, son Ethan and his, mate, 
Laura had a baby girl, Caitlin Rae Maass, who 
joins 2-year-old brother Zachary. Parents and 
grandparents Doug and Diane are all doing 
well. Earlier, in September, Doug was honored 
by the historical society serving Sleepy 
Hollow and Tarrytown [N.Y.] for ‘preserving 
the historic character of our community 
through his work for the Historical Society 
and for the Sleepy Hollow waterfront.” 

m@ Robert Weinberger and Jennefer Hirshberg 
are happy to announce their marriage on 
April 14 in Chevy Chase, Md. They reside in 
Washington, D.C. Ten Oberlinians attended: 
Elizabeth Glenn Harralson ’69, Vic Goldberg 
63, Charlie Heck, Todd Mandel ’75, Rick 
Pfeiffer, Jacob Sener 01, Wendy Solmsson 
Sommer, Joan Sturmthal, Bob Udesky, and 
Judy Weiner Pierotti. 


To those alumni who have made an estate gift in the last year and those who have notified us 
of their bequest intentions, we want to say thank you. Thank you for making it possible for us to 
deliver an education that plants the seeds of a brighter future for our students and for all of us. 


You honor everything you learned and loved at Oberlin with your gift. 


Alumni (By Class Year): 
Helen Morrison Nelson '35 * 
Barbara Frost Wyman 39 * 
Dorothy Bebb Fisher ’44 * 
Nancy Ryther ’44 * 
Isabelle Haeseler '47 * 
Mary Beth Denny 
Chandler '48 * 
Carol Simon Korn '48 * 
Marianne van Hoorn 
Liberatore '48 * 
John Howes '50 
Ward Williamson ’51 * 
Edward Allen ’53 * 
Anne Osborn Krueger '53 
Martha Roess Barglow ’56 * 
David Fox ’5/ 
Gabrielle Bamberger '60 
Alda Clarke Morgan '61 and 
Donn Morgan '65 


Gretchen Zeiter Sliker ’61 
Peter Burger ’62 
Dieter Knecht 62 & 
Margaret Knecht 
William McCuskey '62 & 
Roberta Wessel! McCuskey '62 
Donald Borut 63 & 
Carol Kirtley Borut ’63 
Penelope Eckert ’63 
Jeffrey Kilmer 63 & 
Carol Davenport Kilmer 63 
Robert Schmidt '63 
William Wally '63 
Susan Himber Baker 64 
Robert Follet ’64 
Mary Kurz 64 
Betty Beer Franklin '69 
Jenny Lungershausen King '69 
Barbara Hartmann 66 
Christopher Brown '6/ 


B. Dalin Jameson '67 
Lois Harris '68 
Carol Kaimowitz 68 
Daniel Miller '68 
George Spencer-Green '69 
Susan Bechtel Shelton 70 
Margaret Wilson '70 
Lloyd Blanchard ’71 
Gordon Deane ’71 & 
Motoko Taniguchi Deane '71 
Richard Harris '72 
Keith Lemmerman ‘72 * 
Martin Dugan ‘73 
Susan Goland ’75 
Charles Tosh '75 
Andrew Bernard ’76 
Nancy Olah '76 
Michele Gammer 77 
David Ballon '79 
Karen Florini’79 & Neil Ericsson 


Molly Stewart '85 
Caroline Coade '88 
Katherine Chilson 98 


Parents & Friends: 


Sara Carter Balogh * 
Janet Gardner P’90 
Barbara Henderson P’93 
Edward Long P’/6 
Helen McGill P'79 

Amy Redden 


*denotes realized estate as of 
June 1, 2013 


For helpful brochures, 

or more information on 

how you can help shape 

the journeys of future 
generations of Oberlin 
students, please contact 

us at: , or email 


1967 


Deborah Abrams is enjoying the good life in 
retirement after 40-plus years as a psychologist. 
She is living with a retired ophthalmologist, 
traveling, continuing to learn and enjoy classical 
music, and volunteering as a docent at a New 
Jersey museum and at her local library. “We 
especially enjoy dancing!” she notes. @ Jay 
Caplan writes: “From 1973-85 I taught French at 
the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. I 
then moved to Amherst College, where I am 
beginning a phased retirement after 27 years as a 
professor of French. In the process, I have 
written several academic books, none of which 
has yet been made into a major motion picture. 
Over the past two years, I have gotten much 
pleasure from taking piano lessons again: It was 
partly because of my interest in music that I 
chose to attend Oberlin.” m Eddie Howald 
Reiter has been teaching computer science for 
more than 30 years and found it frustrating that 
there was no good MS-level book on some of the 
aspects of the theory of computation. So over a 
couple of sabbaticals, she wrote a book with the 
help of colleague Matt Johnson. That book, 
Limits of Computation: An Introduction to the 
Undecidable and the Intractable, has just been 
published by CRC Press. “Somehow, I doubt that 
you'll see this on the best-seller list,” she writes. 
“This term, I have the pleasure of teaching out of 
my own book...but also the pain of finding the 
typos and the places that could be improved.” 


1968 


Christine Bates writes: “After a career in finance, 
I have turned to writing features for a local 
magazine and serving on local not-for-profit 
boards. I was recently elected as a trustee in the 
small village of Millerton, N.Y. My political 
career has begun!” m Shirley Smith Kirsten was 
published in California Music Teacher maga- 
zine’s fall 2012 issue and recently wrote about 
two Oberlin alums in her blog, arioso7.word- 
press.com. She lives in Berkeley, Calif., and 
dispenses piano lessons all over the world via 
Skype and through a startup called POWHOW. 
[W]: powhow.com/classes/shirley-kirsten 


1969 


Ken Braiterman was diagnosed with amyo- 
trophic lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 
on January 3. “I’m fine,” he says. “Attitude is 
everything. I have wonderful friends, profes- 


sional associates, family, and a faith commu- 


Deborah Abrams ‘67 


Michael O'Donnell 
‘715 


nity that is a real community. I’m satisfied with 
the person I am, the love and respect of people 
who know me, my accomplishments, and the 
life I have. Not many 65-year-old men can say 
that, and I’m grateful beyond measure.” Ken 
says he finally understands what Lou Gehrig 
said in his farewell at Yankee Stadium: “Today 
I consider myself the luckiest man on the face 
of the earth.” Ken writes blogs on all subjects 
at www.kenbraitermnan.com and mental 
health issues at www.madinamerica.com; he 
can be reached at kenbrait@gmail.com or 
visited in Concord, N.H. m John Dove has 
been working for Credo Reference for almost 
10 years, first as CEO, then as president, and 
now as publisher emeritus. “Credo is very well 
known among librarians, so my new assign- 
ment is to get Credo known among academics,” 
John says. His wife, Gloria, retired after 
40-plus years as a high school teacher, so now 
they travel together to a variety of academic 
conferences. “We feel especially lucky when a 
conference is near one of our sons and their 
girlfriends: Michael and Jorga in Zvolen, 
Slovakia, and Matthew and Jodi in San 
Francisco. If any of you know of academic 
conferences—particularly those that have an 
emphasis on the quality of teaching and 
learning—please suggest them to me at dove@ 
credoreference.com.” m Walter Galloway 
retired in June 2012 after 38 years of environ- 
mental research and various forms of training, 
facilitation, and organizational development; 
he worked since 1974 with the EPA Office of 
Research and Development. “For the last 
several years I did the work I enjoyed most, 
working with local governments, citizens, and 
fellow research scientists on how to truly 
succeed in community-based environmental 
protection,” Walter writes. He remains active 
in environmental concerns as a member of the 
Rhode Island Rivers Council and asa board 


member of a local watershed association. “Iam 


Hb were haund by inerithe bara 


Linda Woodaman 
Ostrander '58 


Shirley Smith Kirsten ‘68 


also on the steering committee of the Oberlin 
EnviroAlums and still really get a kick out of 
interviewing prospective students as a part of 
the Alumni Recruiting Network—the kids 

!” m David Kurkowski 
writes: “Like all of you, I was filled with pain 


today are amazing 


after hearing of the Newtown shootings. My 
response to these feelings turned into a song, 
recorded by my good friend Jennifer Hayman.” 
You can hear it on YouTube. m Steve Price 
performed his 41st annual Portland viola 
recital on October 6, 2012, in a program that 
included the world premiere of his 21st 
commissioned piece. Steve is completing his 
final season with the Oregon Symphony, which 
he joined in 1972; his first accompanist was 
Gerry Gregorius ’65, who died in 1995 after 30 
years of playing together. Steve invites 
string-playing composers to get in touch at 
steve @popsfiddle.com. 


1970s 


1970 

In March, the American Bar Association 
published a book by Stewart Edelstein, How to 
Succeed as a Trial Lawyer, which provides 


practical advice on everything from the first 


SUCCEED 


IRIAI 


LAWYER 


Stewart Edelstein ‘70 Martha Hickman 


Hild ‘72 


client meeting to closing arguments. Advance 
reviews describe it as “a wonderful compen- 
dium of essentially every aspect of the civil 
litigation process and then some, told with 
humor and erudition” that “should be on the 
desk—not on the bookshelf—of every attorney 
who is or aspires to be a successful civil 
litigator and trial lawyer.” Stewart heads the 
litigation group at his firm, Cohen and Wolf, 
P.C., in Connecticut, where he has been a trial 
lawyer for 40 years. He teaches civil litigation, 
arbitration, and mediation courses at Yale Law 
School. /E]: sedelstein@cohenandwolf.com 

m Robert Scott Gassler will retire as professor 
of economics at Vesalius College at the Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel in July. He and wife Vicki 
plan to spend a year and a half doing 
volunteer work in the Khasi Hills of India, 
after which they will retire to their condo in 
Everett, Wash. m Mary Locke writes: “My first 
two books in my Victorian San Francisco 
Mystery Series, Maids of Misfortune and 
Uneasy Spirits, were so successful that I was 
able to fully retire from teaching. I am 
working on the third book in the series, 
Bloody Lessons, I'm a regular contributor to 
blogs on ebook and independent publishing, 
and I am chair of the board of directors of the 
Historical Fiction Authors Cooperative.” 

= Stephen Meyer has been promoted to 
deputy director for the Federal Reserve Board, 
with responsibility for coordinating and 
contributing to work on strategic monetary 
policy issues. He joined the board in 2008 as a 
senior adviser in the Division of Monetary 
Affairs. Prior to that, Stephen worked for 28 
years at the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia, most recently as a vice president 


and senior policy adviser. Stephen holds his 
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1972 


Martha Hickman Hild has written a field guide, 
The Geology of Newfoundland, published by 
Boulder Publications (www.boulderpublica- 
tions.ca). The book uses a unique approach to 
field guide design, developed by the former 
Oberlin geology major in response to the need 
for a guide that anyone—not just specialists— 
can easily use. The book draws on Martha’s 
diverse career (which includes earth science 
research as well as educational publishing and 
journalism) to describe a wide variety of 


informative outings on the island. 


1973 

David Hildner is in his 33rd year of teaching 
Spanish at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison. He and his wife, Berta Armacanqui, 
celebrated their 35th anniversary in March. 
David's still missing the presence of his father, 
David W. Hildner ’42, who passed away two 
years ago. @ The Abundance of Nothing 
(TriQuarterly Books/Northwestern), a 
collection of poems by Bruce Weig! that explore 
the trauma of the Vietnam War, was among the 
finalist for the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry. 


Kis FSS 


Roxanne Arena recently founded a title 
insurance agency, Arena Land Transfer LLC, in 
Wallingford, Pa. Arena boasts more than 35 
years of experience in the legal and title 
communities, originally as a real estate 
paralegal and then, at age 40, as a real estate and 
title attorney. “I am excited to be at the helm of 
my own business,” she writes. “At almost 60 
years old, rather than pursuing retirement, I’ve 
decided to enter into the next phase of my 
career.” m Deborah Bradford-Forsblom is 
retiring from teaching elementary general music 
in the Bexley (Ohio) City Schools, where she 


earned the 2013 elementary Music Educator 


Award from the Columbus Symphony Orchestra. 


She has sung in the Columbus Symphony 
Chorus on and off for the last 33 years, and she 
was the founding treasurer of the Central Ohio 
chapter of the American Orff-Schulwerk 
Association. She and her husband, 

now look forward to traveling. Bob 
retired from a career in economic development 
and now has a business repairing and providing 
parts for antique British cars. m Deborah Krupp 
etal writes: “I’m still consulting as a project 


manager at United] fealth Group in Hartford, 


coordinating enterprise IT efforts with acquired 
entities. Since September, I’ve also been part of 
the Local Leadership Institute of SNEC-PMI 
[Southern New England Chapter of the Project 
Management Institute].” m Michael O'Donnell 
recently moved to Ann Arbor, Mich., to serve as 
director of the Health Management Research 
Center and professor of clinical practice in the 
School of Kinesiology at the University of 
Michigan. The center helps employers measure 
the health risks of their employees and analyzes 
the relationship between health risks, medical 
costs, and productivity. “The ultimate goal of 
our work is to improve the health and quality of 
life of people and control the medical costs of 
employers,” says Michael, who also serves as 
editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Health 
Promotion, a peer-reviewed journal he launched 
in 1986. @ Dzvinia Orlowsky’s Silvertone, a 
reminiscence of her parents and their travels 
and of her father’s beloved 


was published in January. Its 


from Kiev to Ohio 


Silvertone guitar 


book trailer can be viewed at www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=TdldvGHMcKM. 


Fred Bidwell '74 talking with two visitors at 
the Transformer Station gallery opening. 


The esteemed Cleveland Museum of Art 
opened its first offsite gallery—ina 
renovated Cleveland Railway company 
transformer station on Cleveland's 

near west side—thanks to nationally 
recognized art collectors Fred ‘74 and 
Laura Bidwell. The Bidwells bought and 
renovated the building, now called the 
Transformer Station, and will pay for 
operations and maintenance for 15 years, 
after which they will donate the building 
to the museum. The couple and the 
museum will jointly program the space. 
In June, the Bidwells were awarded the 
Martha Joseph Prize from the 2013 
Cleveland Arts prize for their contribu- 
tion to Cleveland's visual arts scene. 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SURVEY RESULTS 


n April’s issue of the Around the Square e-newsletter, Oberlin alumni were invited to take part in 


a survey asking about their relationship with Oberlin College and the Alumni Association. The 


survey was sent to more than 21,000 alumni for whom we had active email addresses in OBIEWeb, 


the online alumni community. The response was tremendous, both in quantity and quality. We 


received responses from alumni representing class years from the 1930s to 2013 and more than 85 


pages of additional written comments. Here are some of the highlights: 


* More than 95 percent of alumni said they agree or strongly agree with the statement “I am proud 


of my association with Oberlin College.” More than 75 percent were in the “strongly agree” 
category. 


* More than 80 percent of respondents said they feel well informed about what is happening at the 


college. 

* The Oberlin Alumni Magazine garnered high praise. Many value the magazine as a key 
communication vehicle. 

* Geography, technology, and generally busy lives present challenges to participating in alumni 
activities. 


* Finding the right mix of regional activities can be tricky. For example, younger alumni sometimes 


perceive some regional activities as intended for an older audience, and vice versa. 


* The executive board of the Alumni Council shares your interest in the reputation of Oberlin and 


its standing among peer institutions in national rankings, in particular those whose methodolo- 
gies do not adequately recognize Oberlin’s unique qualities or core values. 
* We also understand your strong desire for more meaningful connections between faculty, 


students, and alumni. This includes providing professional development opportunities, highlight- 


ing alumni who are not necessarily “rich and famous,” and finding ways to get involved with the 
school that are not strictly related to fundraising. 


This feedback has provided helpful guidance as the leadership of your Alumni Association looks 
ahead to possible changes. Many of the respondents thanked us for the survey. I want to thank you 
for taking the time to let us know how we can make your Alumni Association better. 


All Oberlin alumni are welcome to join OBIEWeb via the link at new.oberlin.edu/office/alumni/. 


Through OBIEWeb, you can update your contact information, look up friends or alumni in your 
part of the world, and submit class notes to let us know what you are up to. You will also receive the 
monthly Around the Square e-newsletter, featuring updates on what’s happening on campus and 
within the alumni community. 

We plan to administer alumni surveys periodically in the years to come and hope you will 
participate. The Alumni Association also welcomes your feedback whenever you have something to 
share. You can contact the alumni office at alumni@oberlin.edu or by phone at 440-775-8692. 


JACKIE BRADLEY HUGHES 76 


President, Oberlin Alumni Association 


Five science students from the Class 
of 1977 have reconvened in the most 
remarkable of ways: Each is a member 
of the National Academy of Sciences, a 
nonprofit organization that advises 
the U.S. on scientific matters. Plant 
biologist was the first to 
be nominated, in 1999. She was 
followed by evolutionary biologist 
in 2006 and biophysi- 
cist , microbial biologist 
, and neuroscientist 
, each in 2009. 
“This is something that Oberlin should 
be really proud of,” says Chory, who 
credits Professor Richard Levin for 
inspiring their efforts. 


1976 


Janet Brusslan Lubetkin and her husband, 
Andrew, visited Phnom Penh, Cambodia, last 
summer to teach geography and music to 
children affected by AIDS and tuberculosis. 
Their efforts were coordinated by the organiza- 
tion Recorders of Hope, which recycles 
recorders for such uses and welcomes any 
recorder donations at recordersofhope.org. 

m@ Margaret Cheney recently accepted the 
Yates Chair and a professorship in mathemat- 
ics at Colorado State University, located in Fort 
Collins. Margaret had been a faculty member 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute for 24 years. 
@ Jeremy D. Frey, a partner with Pepper 
Hamilton, was named to the 2013 New Jersey 
Super Lawyers list. Each year, no more than 5 
percent of the state’s lawyers are so honored. 
Frey concentrates on corporate investigations, 
white collar-criminal defense, and complex 
civil litigation. m Adam Rudolph’s Moving 
Pictures, the ensemble led by world music 
percussionist Adam Rudolph, presented a 
March 30 show at Shapeshifter in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. The engagement celebrated the release of 
the group’s new album, Live in Tampere 2012. 


1977 


Cleveland Johnson recently accepted the 
position of director at the National Music 
Museum at the University of South Dakota. 
Cleveland previously served as executive 


director of the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship in 


Cleveland Johnson '77 


Hannah Bonner '78 


New York. “When the ubiquitous new-job 
stress is too much, | just wander into the 
galleries to commune with Amati, Stradivari, 
and Guarneri. I have a seat at the 1808 
chamber organ and improvise a tune. 
Visitors ask, ‘Are you allowed to play that?’ 
‘Heck yeah,’ I say. ‘I’m the director here, and 
even an administrator needs a little music in 
his day!” m Elizabeth Schmidt, who has 
been teaching African history at Loyola 
University, Maryland, since 1991, has been 
recognized by local organizations for her 
students’ engagement with African refugees 
in the Baltimore community. Betsy’s most 
recent book, Foreign Intervention in Africa: 
From the Cold War to the War on Terror, was 
just published by Cambridge University Press. 


1978 


The most recent children’s science book by 
Hannah Bonner, When Dinos Dawned 
(National Geographic Children’s Books), saw 
the light in 2012 and got a starred review in 
Kirkus Reviews. Hannah is now pondering 
her next book and enjoying life in her 
hometown of Palma on the island of 
Mallorca. m Jenny deBeer Charno and Matt 
Slepin, founders of Oberlin’s Cat in the 
Cream coffeehouse, returned to campus for 
Parents Weekend 2012. Their daughters, 
second-year Emma deBeer Charno and 
first-year Cali Slepin, are following in their 
parents Oberlin footsteps. m Nancy 
Richards writes: “I have enjoyed living in 
Brevard, N.C., for almost nine years, where 
my partner and I own and manage a rental 
property company. We buy modest, dis- 
tressed houses and work with a small crew to 
fix and rent them to working-class people. In 
addition, | try to find time for volunteer work, 
the outdoors, and artwork.” She’s currently 
on the board of Rise and Shine, an after 
chool enrichment program for disadvan 


tayed kids. “It is a great life,” she says. 
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Terry Eder recently released a new CD, 
Dohnanyi: Piano Pieces, and celebrated with a 
May recital at the Tenri Institute in New York 
City. 


1980s 


1980 


Cambridge University Press recently published 
The Economic Dynamics of Law, the latest book 
by David Driesen. “It provides an alternative to 
neoclassical law and economics as a guide to 
legal reform,” David writes. “My previous books 
focus on environmental protection, but this 
book also addresses financial regulation, 
antitrust, intellectual property, property, 
national security, and contract.” ™ Roy 
Jacobson accepted the position of director of 
corporate care management at the University of 


Pittsburgh Medical Center. The position 
includes oversight at multiple hospitals in the 
system. @ Sylvia Hood Washington writes: “An 
interview about my first book on the history of 
environmental justice in Chicago [Packing 
Them In: An Archaeology of Environmental 
Racism in Chicago, 1865-1954] aired on 
WTTW’s Chicago Tonight on March 6. The book 
was based on Foucault’s philosophies applied to 
environmental geographies of marginalized 
people. The interview arose from my invitation 
to be the 2013 MLK keynote speaker at 
Elmhurst College.” You can view the interview 
at chicagotonight.wttw.com/. Sylvia is married 
to Gary Washington ’79. Their two daughters, 
Sarah ’12 and Lauren ’14, are Obies. 


1981 


Lyle Courtsa! finished an e-book focusing on 
hemispheric mass murder networks. “There 
are free downloads for everyone,” Lyle notes. 
“Even those who are broke.” [W]: www.3mpub. 
com @ The writing of Josephine Ensign is 
featured in a collection of true narratives 
released by In Fact Books in March. I Wasn't 
Strong Like This When I Started Out: True 
Stories of Becoming a Nurse features the stories 
of nurses recalling their first “sticks,” first 
births, and first deaths, reflecting on what gets 
them through long, demanding shifts and 
keeps them in the profession. m “In August, I 
began a temporary position as program 
director for the National Science Foundation’s 


Science of Science and Innovation Policy 


Oberlin alumni-spawned contemporary chamber music 

sextet eighth blackbird earned a Grammy Award for Best 

Chamber Music/Small Ensemble Performance of 2012 for 
“Meanwhile: Incidental Music to Imaginary Puppet Plays,” 

from the 2012 release Meanwhile. The award ceremony 


took place in February 2013. In March, Girls, the HBO series 
,won a Golden 


created by and starring 


Contemporary chamber music 
sextet eighth blackbird 


Globe award for best musical or comedy television series, 


and Dunham won as best actress in that division. Also in March, Girls took home a 

Peabody Award, which recognizes excellence across the world of broadcasting, as 

did founder and executive producer of NPR's Radio Diaries. Richman 

won the award for “Teen Contender,” an installment that followed the exploits of a 

teenage boxer seeking a spot on the U.S. Olympic Team. A veteran of All Things 

ed, Car Talk, and other NPR staples, Richman launched Radio Diaries in 1996. 
won a 2013 Tony Award in June for best sound design 


Consider 


Finally, 
for the play The Nance. 
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program and have relocated to Washington, 
D.C.,” writes Joshua Rosenbloom. “Since my 
wife, Leslie, remains in Lawrence, Kan,, I have 
been commuting with some frequency. With 
all our kids in college, we now have, between 
us, six different residences!” Joshua remains 
on the faculty at the University of Kansas. m A 
commentary on the influenza A virus by Tim 
Uyeki appeared in the New England Journal of 
Medicine in April. Tim is the chief medical 
officer for the Influenza Division of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases in Atlanta. m Richard 
Wolfson recently accepted a position as 
attorney at the Wolfson Law Office in 
Portsmouth, Ohio. “After an indefinite 
suspension from practice due to incidents 
related to drug and alcohol addiction, my law 
license was reinstated on 15 September 2008,” 
Richard writes. “What started out as a search 
for enlightenment and almost ended with 
‘lights out’ has come full circle back to 
| enlightenment. Iam humbled by the prayers, 
good wishes, and tough love exercised by 
persons past and present, allowing me to rejoin 
the stream of life and again be of service. Clean 
and sober ‘one day at a time’ for six-plus years, 
I appreciate the blessings extended, like our 
wonderful Oberlin education, and look 
forward to passing them on. Please share any 
personal thoughts with me.” /T]: 740-354-2883 
[E]: rewolfson@hotmail.com [M]: 836 Fourth St., 
Portsmouth, OH 45662 


1982 


Naomi Gross writes: “I am proud and honored 
to report that I was elevated to the rank of full 
professor at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology.” ™ Daniel Rosenblum was 
recently named executive director of iEARN- 
USA in New York City. iEARN (the 
International Education and Resource 
Network) is the world’s largest nonprofit 
global network that enables teachers and 
students to use the Internet and other digital 
technologies to collaborate on projects that 
enhance learning and intercultural under- 
standing. “The core of iEARN-USA’s mis- 
sion—creating opportunities for dialogue and 
collaboration among young people around the 
globe to enhance mutual understanding—is 
critical in an increasingly interconnected 


world,” Daniel writes. 


Sandra Corsover 
Donover ‘88 


Naomi Gross ‘82 


1983 


Kristin Lancino was named executive director 
of IMG Artists, a global performing arts and 
cultural management company. She will 
manage the artist management divisions for 
North and South America and be based in the 
company’s New York headquarters. ™ Jane 
Miller discovered, through her dog’s interac- 
tion with her clients, the impetus behind her 
book, Healing Companions: Ordinary Dogs and 
Their Extraordinary Power to Transform Lives. 
Since then, Jane has been training psychiatric 
service dogs (PSDs) for people with psychiatric 
disabilities. She received certification as a dog 
behavior consultant with the International 
Association of Animal Behavioral Consultants 
and the Association of Animal Behavior 
Professionals. In 2012, Jane founded Healing 
Companions, a nonprofit dedicated to 
matching service dogs with individuals who 
are severely limited in their ability to function 
due to mental illness. “Not only do the dogs 
help their handlers, but the dogs are saved 
themselves”: All of Jane’s PSDs are rescue dogs. 
@ Catherine Oliver writes: “I’ve finally joined 
the 21st century and created a website for my 
editing business. Drop by www.oliver-editorial. 
com to see what I’ve been up to. Would love to 
hear from other Obies—and not just for 
work-related stuff.” 


1985 


The first collection of fiction and creative 
nonfiction from Stanley Jenkins, A City on a 
Hill, was published in January. Stanley is the 
head of staff at First Presbyterian Church of 
Dutch Neck in Princeton Junction, N.J., and is 
married to artist Mary Shutak-Jenkins. He 
would love to hear from any Obies in the area. 
[E]: stanleyjenkins88@yahoo.com @ Love for 
Sale and Other Essays, a new collection by 
Clifford Thompson, has been released as part of 


a heralded nonfiction series by Autumn House 


d 


Karen Gunther ‘92 
Matt Paddock ‘94 


Press of Pittsburgh. The book contains 
personal essays along with musings on race 
and “the general problem of being human,” as 
Clifford puts it. 


1986 


Chloe Bird recently published a second 
commentary on women’s health care on 

the Ms. Blog, which can be accessed at 
msmagazine.com/blog/author/chloebird/. 
She’s also raising funds to establish a women’s 
health research center at RAND that would 
leverage RAND-related work on health and 
health care. m The January 2013 issue of 
Austin Monthly identified Erik Lindfors as one 
of the top psychiatrists in the city of Austin, 
Texas. The rating was based on peer endorse- 
ments, experience, and credentials. m™ John 
Swinton was recently promoted to professor at 
Georgia College and State University, Georgia’s 
designated public liberal arts university, which, 
says John, strives to provide an educational 
atmosphere similar to what one might expect 
at a traditional liberal arts college. 


1987 


Two books by Tanya Stone were recently 
released: Courage Has No Color, which earned 
accolades from a number of online outlets, and 
Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors? which met 
with similar acclaim. [W]: www.tanyastone.com 


1988 


Sandra Corsover Donover accepted a position 
as a certified nurse midwife at Penn Medicine 
in Philadelphia. “I am happy to have joined the 
largest midwifery practice in Philadelphia,” 
she says. “Pennsylvania Hospital is the oldest 
hospital in the country and has been an 
exciting and busy place to practice the art of 
midwifery.” m@ Jenifer Lee Gamber published a 


Craig Surman ‘94 


third book for the Episcopal Church titled Call 
on Me: A Young People’s Prayerbook. Its first 
printing sold out prior to release and remains 
Church Publishing’s top-selling book. Her two 
previous books are Your Faith, Your Life: An 
Invitation to the Episcopal Church (2009) and 
My Faith, My Life: A Teen’s Guide to the 
Episcopal Church (2006). Both continue to be 
top-sellers. “Apart from writing for the 
Episcopal Church, I have been working for the 
past 20 years with David Colander on his 
Principles of Economics textbook,” Jenifer 
writes. Jenifer’s son, William, graduated from 
Pomona in May, and their daughter, Emily, is 
slated to graduate from Wellesley in 2014. 

@ Lisa Mitchell was promoted to associate pro- 
fessor with tenure in the Department of South 
Asia Studies at the University of Pennsylvania 
in April 2012. Her book, Language, Emotion, 
and Politics in South India: The Making of a 
Mother Tongue, was published by Indiana 
University Press in 2009 and by Permanent 
Black in 2010. Lisa married Ram Rawat at New 
York’s City Hall in 2003. They gave birth to a 
baby girl, Leela McElhinney Rawat, in Seattle 
on November 29, 2004. m Michael Morse 
writes: “A poem of mine was selected for 
inclusion in the 2012 edition of The Best 
American Poetry, selected by Mark Doty and 
published by Scribner. The poem, “Void and 
Compensation (Facebook), is in part an elegy 
for our ’88 classmate, Leo Millar, who passed 
away just prior to our commencement.” 
Michael has been teaching English at the 
Ethical Culture Fieldston School in New York 


City since 1995. 


When She Was Gone, the fifth novel by 
Gwendolen Gross, was published by Gallery/ 
Sirnon& Schuster. It chronicles the disappear 
ance of Linsey Hart, a Cornell-bound teenager 


who leaves behind a quiet neighborhood whose 
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citizens are left to pick apart the threads of 
their own lives and assumptions. [/W]: www. 
gwendolengross.com @ Landscape architect 
Mikyoung Kim completed a major project at 
the new Children’s Hospital of Chicago. 
Mikyoung’s Crown Sky Garden is a 
5,000-square-foot, interactive rooftop “healing 
garden” dedicated to the hospital’s children 
and their families. The garden was featured in 
an article in the New York Times. 


1990s 


oete 


You may have seen the press that Oberlin beat 
Wabash in football last fall for the first time 
since 1945. Fortunately, the sting of defeat 
didn’t prevent Wabash from granting associate 
professor of psychology Karen Gunther tenure 
a month later! 


1953 


Linda Holmes was recognized by Time 
magazine for having one of the top 140 Twitter 
feeds of 2013. “Linda Holmes knows pop 
culture,” the magazine wrote. “Formerly of 
uber-TV culture site Television Without Pity 
and now the editor of NPR’s influential Monkey 
See blog, Holmes comments on pop culture and 
celebrity. She’s never mean, but always witty.” 
Joining Holmes on the list is Lena Dunham ’08, 
best known for the HBO series Girls. @ Hue 
Huynh and Paul Abrahamse ’91 are proud 
parents of Genevieve Abrahamse, born in 2006. 
Genevieve participates in swim lessons, Girl 
Scouts, and weekly Chinese school. Hue works 
as a freelance editor and copy editor and scores 
state standardized exams during the academic 
year. Paul works as a biostatistician, helping 
medical doctors with research at the University 


of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 


1994 

At the 2012 International Radiation 
Symposium in Berlin, Rob Levy was awarded 
the International Radiation ¢ ‘ommission 
Young Scientists Award for “outstanding 
contributions to radiation studies that improve 
retrieval of aerosol properties and related 
critical climate parameters from satellite data, 


introducing new data analysis and interpreta 


tion to address difficult challenges.” The award, 
granted only once every four years, is given toa 
young scientist who has made noteworthy 
contributions to radiation studies and is 
regarded as having great potential to become a 
leading radiation scientist. Rob earned his mas- 
ter’s degree and PhD in atmospheric science 
and works as a scientist for Science Systems 
and Applications Inc. at NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center. m Matt Paddock recently 
accepted the position of director of engagement 
at Grow Interactive in Norfolk, Va. “Grow 
Interactive is a digital agency doing some great 
work for clients like Google, HBO, and others,” 
writes Matt, who hopes to connect with 
Oberlin alumni working in advertising 
agencies or digital marketing. [W]: www. 
thisisgrow.com @ Craig Surman co-wrote a 
book on adult ADHD called Fast Minds: How 
to Thrive If You Have ADHD (or Think You 
Might). An assistant professor of psychiatry at 
Harvard Medical School and scientific 
coordinator of the adult ADHD Research 
Program at Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Craig and co-author Tim Bilkey advocate a 
combination of lifestyle and behavioral 
strategies in coping with the condition. 
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CLASS NOTES 


1995 
Barbara Kramer and Dean De Cock are proud 
to announce the birth of twin boys in 
Kirksville, Mo., on April 27, 2012. Daniel 
Dean De Cock and Simon Patrick De Cock 
surprised their parents by being born eight 
weeks early at a little over 3 pounds each. 
They spent 50 days in the NICU before finally 
going home in June of last year. “A rough 
start, but everyone is healthy and thriving!” 
says Barbara. m Jessica Levine and David 
O’Donnell are happy to announce their 
marriage on March 24, 2012, at Islandwood, 
Bainbridge Island, Wash. This environmental 
education center and the outdoors are very 
special to the couple, who live in Seattle. 
Obies in attendance included Krista Bartz, 
Amy Crosson, Jenny Tilson ’94, Julie Keenan 
96, and Lisa Quay ’06. The couple used 
Jessica’s spring break from teaching as a 
honeymoon to Bend, Ore., for camping and 
skiing; they also enjoyed an extended trip to 
Australia in August. @ David Ludwig’s choral 
work, “The New Colossus,” was performed at 
the 57th Presidential Inauguration of Barack 
Obama. The piece was originally commis- 
sioned by Oberlin alumna Judith Clurman 
’75. David also wrote “Seasons Lost” for 
violinists Jaime Laredo and Oberlin alumna 
Jennifer Koh ’97 as part of their commission- 
ing project of four double violin concertos, 
called the “2x4 Project.” The subject matter of 
his double violin concerto was global climate 
change. David is currently on the composi- 
tion faculty of the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia. m Suzanna Randall can’t 
believe how time flies. She and her wife Nomi 
are midway through their fifth year living in 
Albany, N.Y., where Nomi is the rabbi and 
executive director of Hillel at SUNY Albany 
and Suzanna manages New York State’s Green 
Innovation Grant Program, which is focused 
on spurring green innovation in the water 
and wastewater sectors. Suzanna recently 
accepted a 2012 U.S. EPA Region 2 
Environmental Quality Award on behalf of 
the program team. When they are not busy 
with work, Suzanna and Nomi keep busy 
chasing after their young daughters, Shoham 
and Advah. m Tanya Solomon writes: “We 
have moved to western Massachusetts and 
have opened our new violin and viola studios 
in South Hadley. We offer lessons both online 
and in-person; please visit www.violaduo.com 
for more information.” 
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Tom Carroll and his wife, Kyle McGreight 
Carroll 98, welcomed son Grayson Robert 
Carroll, Oberlin Class of 2032, on November 
8, 2011. They are pictured with Kyle’s 
grandmother, Kathryn Campbell Hoagland 
48. @ Barry Eidlin was recently awarded his 
PhD in sociology from the University of 
California, Berkeley. His dissertation, “The 
Class Idea: Politics, Ideology, and Class 
Formation in the United States and Canada in 
the 20th Century,” seeks to understand why 
working-class organizational strength is 
weaker in the U.S. than in Canada, despite 
the two countries’ many socioeconomic 
similarities. Barry is an American 
Sociological Association-National Science 
Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he is 
developing several articles based on his 
dissertation research as well as a book 
manuscript. Barry married Anne Quismorio 
in Toronto on July 13. Anne is a rheumatolo- 
gist based in South Pasadena, Calif. m In 
October 2012, Matt Mascolo began working 
at Nuance Communications as an e-learning 
content developer. Nuance creates voice- 
recognition software in the health care and 
mobile sectors, among others. In January 
2013, Meredith Cooper Mascolo ’97 began 
working at Nuance as a leadership develop- 
ment program manager. The couple occasion- 
ally has lunch together and/or carpools to 
work. Meredith earned an MS degree in 
administrative studies with a concentration 
in innovation and technology from Boston 
University in January 2013. m Justin Mog 
writes: “Many thanks to Evan Forman for 
inviting me back onto his excellent podcast 
Necessary & Sufficient to discuss the words 


organic’ and ‘local.”” You can hear them at 


duckandshed.net/2013/01/08/11 l-organic- 
local-with-justin-mog/. 


Barry Eidlin ‘96 Tom Carroll ‘96 


1997 


Escape and Reverse, a new story by Chelsey 
Johnson, was recently released by Ploughshares 
literary magazine. It centers around Minnesota 
high school wrestler Jake Persson and his 
perpetual struggle to make weight at the height 
of championship season. During his last meet, 
Jake confronts his future and the unnerving 
sense that his own body and desires are 
starting to betray him. The story is available 
for download on Kindle. 


1998 


Sally Neff Greenberg and David Greenberg are 
thrilled to announce the birth of their son, 
Andrew Matan Greenberg, on November 20, 
2012. 


1989 


Nicholas Baumgartner was named by 
Financial News as one of its “40 under 40 
Rising Stars” in the European legal profession. 
Nicholas is assistant general counsel in the 
investment banking division of Citigroup. 
Nicholas, his wife, and their two children live 
in London. 


Cindy Camacho ‘11 


Amy Maude Helfer ‘03 


Andrew 
Campbell ‘04 


2000s 


2001 


Thomas Lukowicz accepted a position as 
instructor of tuba/euphonium at Wright State 
University. Thomas recently served as assistant 
professor at Kent State University. In addition 
to this new position, he was selected as an 
endorser/artist for Willson musical instru- 
ments. @ Ellen Montgomery accepted the 
position of recruitment managing director at 
the Public Interest Network in Denver. She was 
recently employed at the Student PIRGs as 
assistant national organizing director. “I’m 
excited for the challenge of a new city anda 
new job,” Ellen writes. “I’ll be heading up our 
efforts to recruit staff to work to make social 
change with all of the organizations in the 
Public Interest Network.” = Make a Discovery, 
a children’s album recorded by Marcie Swartz, 
was initially funded through Kickstarter—and 
as thanks to fans all around the world, the 
complete album (20 songs) is offered for free, 
including a picture ebook. As a singer-song- 
writer, Marcie has made a name for herself in 
the dance music scene. With a degree in 
psychology, she has spent a decade working as 
4 nanny, camp counselor, tutor, and children’s 
musical choreographer, and is currently 
pursuing a master’s in elementary education. 


W): kidsmusicbymarcie.wordpress.com 
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Christopher Morris and 
Rachel Wortman ‘02 


Jonah Berman ‘02 


2002 


Jonah Berman and his wife, Elizabeth Keeley, 
are thrilled to announce the arrival of their 
son, Caleb Joseph Keeley Berman, born April 
14 in Cambridge, Mass. Caleb weighed 6 
pounds, 11 ounces, and measured 20 inches 
long. Mom, dad, and baby are all overjoyed. 

@ Joel Corelitz, a graduate of the conserva- 
tory’s TIMARA program, recently worked 
with Sony Computer Entertainment America’s 
Santa Monica studio to compose music for the 
acclaimed video game The Unfinished Swan. 
The score was nominated for an award by the 
British Academy of Film and Television Arts. 
m Liane Lau writes: “I am biking across 
America via the Northern Tier Route. My 
charity team, ‘Bike the U.S. for MS,’ will be 
passing through Cleveland. Stop by to see us if 
you are on the route.” See her blog for an 
itinerary: withoutapillow.wordpress.com. 

m Christopher Morris and Rachel Wortman 
were married in the downtown Seattle Public 
Library on March 30, 2012. The couple met on 
the first day of Oberlin’s freshman orientation 
and lived down the hall from one another on 
the second floor of Barrows Hall. Chris and 
Rachel relocated to Singapore shortly after 
Rachel received her PhD in comparative 
studies at Ohio State University. Chris works 
in business development for Komli Media, and 
Rachel is a research fellow at Duke-NUS 
Graduate Medical College. 


2003 

Mezzo-soprano Amy Maude Helfer met with 
critical acclaim in her role debut as Phoebe in 
The Yeomen of the Guard at New York City 
Center with the New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players. “Amy Maude Helfer was a wry, sly, and 
stylish Phoebe,” the New York Times wrote. 
Amy joined NYGASP shortly after moving to 


New York in 2007 and has performed the roles 


of Pitti-Sing (The Mikado), Kate (The Pirates of 
Penzance), Princess Kalyba (Utopia, Limited), 
and Leila (Jolanthe) in New York and on tour 
around the country. She is artist-in-residence 
at Dayton Opera and made her mainstage 
debut as Cherubino in their production of Le 
Nozze di Figaro. [W]: www.amyhelfer.com 

@ Paul Joseph Park just completed a bicycle- 
train-boat-and-bus journey from Washington, 
D.C., to Rio de Janeiro. Paul worked for five 
months at Maya Pedal in Guatemala, fabricat- 
ing bicycle machines. He is currently seeking 
work in Rio in the environmental sector. 


2004 


Andrew Campbell was awarded a PhD in art 
history from the University of Texas at Austin 
in December. His dissertation is titled “Bound 
Together: Being with Gay and Lesbian Leather 
Communities and Visual Cultures, 1966-1984.” 
He’s in his fifth year as a senior lecturer at 
Texas State University’s School of Art + Design, 
where he teaches courses on feminism, AIDS 
activist video, bad taste, and contemporary 
art/visualities. In the coming years, he’ll be 
curating exhibitions in Mexico City and New 
York. m Zhiyi Wang was one of four top prize 
winners at the Third International Antonin 
Dvorak Composition Competition, held in 
Prague in July 2012. The competition, co-orga- 
nized by the Czech Republic and Korea, pays 
tribute to the memory of the great Czech 
composer and includes young composers from 
more than 80 countries. The only Chinese 
composer selected for the 2012 senior finals, 
Wang received the prize from Antonin Dvorak 
IV, the great-grandson of the famous composer. 
“To compete against these excellent young 
composers is a true honor for me,” says Zhiyi, 
who composed various music programs for the 
2008 Beijing Olympic Games and orchestrated 
and produced the film score for Zhang Yimou’s 
2011 movie The Flowers of War. 


2005 

Despite an “unassuming first meeting 10 years 
ago at Denny’s outside Oberlin,” Leslie Bosworth 
married Nipun Nanda ’03 last October in Boston. 
Oberlin was well represented among the guests, 
with Kay Healy, Magdalen Dale, Jessica Hauser, 
and Andrew Mclver; Christina Evans 99; Andy 
Harrison 02; Chris Bosworth, Behrad Madhi, 
Tessa Shanks, and Jack Yeh, all ’03; Georgina 


Brown 06; and Ben Baldwin ’09 in attendance. 


Zhiyi Wang ‘04 : SCR SEM 
Adam Rosenblatt 
‘06 


2006 
Adam Rosenblatt and Rachel Decker ’05 were 
married on January 20 in their hometown of 
Miami. Rachel and Adam fell in love in Australia 
while working on a marine biology project led by 
another Obie, Mike Heithaus 95. Obies in 
attendance at the wedding included Sarah-Violet 
Bliss, Will Jaffee, Jenny Kraft, Gen Lehr, Garrett 
Miller, Adam Morse, Hannah Rechtschaffen, 
Steve Solomon, Sarah Steinfeld, and Sierra 
Weaver; Michele Goldfarb ’72; Mike Heithaus 
95; Adam Carlson and Meagan Dunphy-Daly, 
both ’04; Jinny Choi, Ariel Duncan, Lee Eskin, 
and Allison Shauger, all ’05; and Robin Sarabia 
07. Rachel currently manages the Seagrass 
Ecosystems Lab at Florida International 
University, and Adam is finishing his PhD in 
behavioral ecology at the same university. 


2008 


The new book by Brian Bowers, Shadows 
Chasing Light, was praised by Arvind Passey in 
the Indian publication Education Post. The book, 
according to Bowers, is a poetic narrative 
exploring a wide range of emotions and 
experiences; its title is derived from a line by 
Rabindranath Tagore. “I feel incredibly grateful, 
and fortunate, more and more each day,” Brian 
writes. “Even when things aren’t going great, 
there are a million reasons and a million more 


ways to smile.” m Singer-songwriter Pamela 


Leslie Bosworth ‘05 


Amanda Miller 
St. John ‘11 


Sydney 
Mancasola ‘11 


Machala recorded her debut album, Golden 
Delicious, at Pogo Studio in Champaign, IIl. 
Independently released in the summer of 2012, 
the record features catchy hooks, harmonic 
complexity, and compelling lyrics—some of 
which were written during Pamela’s time at 
Oberlin. The album is available in physical and 
digital formats at www.pamelamachala.com. 

@ Anne Moxon and Ezra Goldman were married 
November 24, 2012, in Hong Kong. 


2009 


Emily Boston Garofalo and Luciano Garofalo 
were married August 18, 2012, in Lakebay, 
Wash., and reside in Tacoma. Obies in 
attendance were Margie Miller, Melissa Streng, 
and Kirsten Zook; Dani Gershkoff and Allison 
Swaim ’10; and Rachel Beck, Sarah 
Bogdanovitch, and Jonah Pierre, all 11. “We 
all enjoyed a festive reunion,” Emily writes. 


2010s 


2010 


Matt Rubinstein and his company, LiveSchool 
Inc., have raised $1.65 million for developing 
software intended to help improve student 
behavior. Matt’s achievement was ch ronicled 
in the Nashville Business Journal. 


2 

Cindy Camacho orchestrated a tamale-mak- 
ing party at the home of José W. Melendez ’01 
and his partner, Tommy Harmon, during 
winter term 2013. “We hosted nine Obies: 
three current students and six alumni, with 
other friends and family, as we communally 
made ‘masa’ [corn dough] and then enjoyed a 
great meal together.” Pictured are: José W. 
Melendez ’01, Cindy, and Anne Wildman 
(back row, from left); Christopher Chu, and 
Epiphany Acevedo (middle row); and Max 
Haight ’15, Karlyn Gehring °15, Leann 
Dameron 710, and Zin Linn Htet 713 (front 
row). @ “I’m preparing to shoot a short 
documentary about my cousin, who has 
relatively high-functioning autism,” writes 
Micha Hilliard. “He’s 18 years old, stands at 
six foot two, cannot tell lies, and devotes all 
his time to Nintendo.” You can help fund 
Micha’s project through Kickstarter at www. 
kickstarter.com/projects/michahilliard/tim. 
m@ Soprano Sydney Mancasola won a $15,000 
prize and invaluable exposure in the 60th 
anniversary of the 2013 Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Auditions, one of opera’s 
most prestigious competitions, held in March. 
Sydney sang “Salut a la France” from 
Donizetti's La Fille du Regiment and “Caro 
nome” from Verdi’s Rigoletto. @ Amanda 
Miller St. John and Jesh St. John are proud to 
announce the birth of a baby boy, Oliver 
James St. John. He was born on September 1, 
2012, in Dublin Methodist Hospital in 
Dublin, Ohio, and weighed 6 pounds, 12 
ounces. @ Addison C. Teng was appointed in 
February to the violin faculty at the Music 
Institute of Chicago. She earned her master’s 
degree in violin performance and pedagogy 
from Northwestern in June; there, she served 
as teaching assistant to internationally 
renowned pedagogues Roland and Almita 
Vamos. 


2013 

Billy Broderick was selected as a 2013-14 Luce 
Scholar. Established in 1974, the Luce 
Scholars Program is a nationally competitive 
fellowship intended to enhance understand- 
ing of Asia among potential future American 
leaders. Billy studied Chinese for four years 
at Oberlin and devoted the summer of 2012 
to living in Beijing. He also studies computa- 
tional neuroscience. 


1932 

A native of Dayton, Ohio, Ruth E. Metzger 
Penner remained loyal to her longtime 
hometown, serving as a social worker and an 
active member of various charities and the 
Trotwood United Church of Christ. Ms. Penner 
died on January 22. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Arthur, a brother, and a sister. 
She leaves a daughter and son, a grandson and 


two granddaughters, and a great-granddaughter. 


1933 

Lois Symons McFarland was the first of seven 
family members to attend Oberlin. She married 
John Harrison McFarland and had five children. 
An advocate for the underprivileged, she worked 
for the welfare department in Cincinnati, the 
Head Start program, and later as a fifth-grade 
teacher. Ms. McFarland died on November 14, 
2012, one day short of her 100th birthday. 


1937 

Frances Noreen Hutchison Bray followed her 
education at Ohio State University with a 
master’s degree in religious education from 
Oberlin. In 1939, she attended the first World 
Christian Youth Conference in Amsterdam, 
cycled across Europe, and returned home to 
America just two days before the outbreak of 
World War II. In 1942 she earned a degree in 
library science from Western Reserve 
University and began a career as a librarian in 
Kansas City, Mo. There, she met her future hus- 
band, William Davenport Bray, who was 
training to be an army chaplain. A few years 
later, they began a 28-year career together as 
Methodist missionaries in Japan, where they 
established two churches that are still thriving 
today and served as foster parents for several 
children. Ms. Bray died on January 23 at 97, 
leaving behind two sons, a daughter, six 
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren. 
@ Rodney Garrett Brown made his mark as an 
inventor and executive for DuPont, for which 
he developed industry-changing adhesives used 
to bind books and magazines to this day. His 
gift for customer service led to a position as 
DuPont’s automotive sales manager in Detroit; 
he also consulted with carmakers in South 
America. In retirement, Mr. Brown remained 
active with the International Executive Service 
Corps and reveled in traveling the globe with 
his grandchildren. He passed away at age 97 on 
January 3; he leaves behind his wife of 72 years, 
Fannie Wood, and many family members. 


_ 
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@ On the advice of Efrem Zimbalist, a young 
Edith Lyman Kuether auditioned at the Oberlin 
Conservatory and earned a scholarship. In 1939 
she married Carl A. Kuether, and together they 
lived in many places over the years: 
Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Seattle, 
Indianapolis, Maryland, and finally 
Connecticut to be near family. In each home, 
Ms. Kuether performed as a violinist with local 
orchestras and taught hundreds of students. In 
1973, following several trips to England and 
Scotland, she wrote a mystery novel set in 
Scotland, Headless Beings, which was published 
by Doubleday. She died on January 19 at age 97. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 57 
years and a grandson. She leaves two children, 
four grandchildren, and six great-grandchil- 
dren. @ Mary Cleveland Potter taught piano 
while raising her young children, then began a 
career selling real estate in Williamsville, N.Y., 
with her husband, Howard. They later retired 
to Florida, where they remained active golfing, 
dancing, and playing bridge with friends. Ms. 
Potter died on November 20, 2012; survivors 
include her two sons, four grandchildren, and 
six great-grandchildren. 


1938 

A native of Lavras, Brazil, and raised by 
missionary parents in Rio de Janeiro, Ouida 
Verizzo eventually left her family to attend 
Oberlin. A year after graduating, she earned an 
additional degree at the Tobe-Coburn School for 
Fashion Careers and settled into a career in 
fashion in St. Louis and New York. After 
relocating to Sarasota, Fla., she taught in public 
schools for 20 years and played a major role in 
founding the Pine View School for the Gifted. 
An avid reader and an advocate for women’s 
rights, she is remembered as an exemplary and 
caring teacher. In 1969, she earned a master’s 
degree in education from the University of South 
Florida. She died on March 4 at age 96, survived 
by two sons, a daughter, six grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, two brothers, and a sister. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 65 
years, Walter, and two brothers. ™ Dorothy 
Stevens Wells taught music in Louisville, Ky., 
and her hometown of Westfield, Mass. 
Returning to Oberlin for graduate work, she met 
Richard Wells 42, whom she married in 1945. 
They moved to Pittsburgh, where their daugh- 
ters were born, and Ms. Wells returned to work 
teaching preschool. In 1966 she became a Head 
Start teacher and in 1967 became head teacher at 
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the Point Park College laboratory preschool. In 
1981, the couple retired to Waverly, Ohio, where 
she sang in the chorale and conducted the 
women’s chorus, while enjoying numerous 
other hobbies. She died on November 23, 2012, 
leaving behind two daughters, including Ruth 
Wells ’69, and one granddaughter. Her husband, 
Dick, passed away in 1987. 


1939 

Dr. Herbert Allison Bird was a professor of 
music at Central Washington University for 31 
years. He launched his career as a performing 
violinist with a 15-minute weekly radio 
program, Fiddle and I, after graduating from 
high school in the Washington, D.C., area. He 
later performed with the North Carolina 
Symphony, attended the Oberlin Conservatory, 
and returned to Raleigh to teach at St. Mary’s 
Junior College, where he met his future wife, 
piano teacher Ruth Scott, who became his 
accompanist. Herbert was drafted into the 
army, and he and Ruth performed recitals in 
USOs and other locales at every stop. After the 
war, he earned a master’s degree in music 
education at Columbia University and was 
recruited to join the faculty at Central 
Washington in 1947, teaching there until his 
retirement in 1978. During two sabbatical 
years, he earned his doctor of musical arts at 
Boston University and enjoyed additional 
studies in England. He died on October 9, 2012, 
five weeks short of his 100th birthday. He was 
preceded in death by two sisters, wife Ruth, 
and second wife Bea Cross. He is survived by a 
brother, a daughter, a grandson and grand- 
daughter, two stepdaughters, and seven nieces 
and nephews. 


1940 

Born and raised in Rio de Janeiro, Dr. Harry 
Edward Lichtwardt followed-up his Oberlin 
education with medical school at Washington 
University in St. Louis. He served as head of the 
medical corps in Okinawa during World War 
II, then took up medical practice in Detroit and 
was soon joined by his brother and other 
surgeons in a urological practice. He helped 
pioneer many developments in urologic 
equipment and procedures, and trained scores 
of residents from around the world in modern 
urology. He died on November 22, 2012. He 
was preceded in death by his wife of 65 years, 
Genevieve, and is survived by two sons, two 


sisters, two brothers, and four grandchildren, 
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1942 

With master’s degrees from Radcliffe College 
and Middlebury College, Carol Taber Hayes 
taught English at the University of Vermont 
and Champlain College, where she chaired the 
English department from 1958 to 1969, 
followed by 30 years of teaching at Holyoke 
Community College in Massachusetts. She 
died on November 23, 2012, leaving three 
daughters, a sister, a cousin, a sister-in-law, 
four nieces, and a nephew. She was preceded in 
death by her brother. 


1943 

A native of Cleveland, Carolyn “Lynn” McGill 
Whitworth married her childhood neighbor, 
Kernan Bradley “Whit” Whitworth, after 
graduating from Oberlin. They moved to Paris 
for a year so Whit could continue his post-grad- 
uate studies at Sorbonne University. When they 
returned in 1951, he accepted a job at UCLA, 
and Lynn worked as a library secretary. The 
family moved in 1957 to Columbia, Mo., when 
Whit accepted a full professorship in the 
romance language department at the University 
of Missouri. Ms. Whitworth raised their 
children, Brad and Nancy, worked at a library, 
and volunteered as a Sunday school teacher. She 
died on January 2, leaving her son and daughter, 
sister, and three grandsons. She was preceded in 
death by her husband. 


1944 
A native of Oshkosh, Wis., Dr. Allen Parker 
“Lennie” Arnold grew up in Kunming, China, 
where his father worked for the YMCA. He 
served in the navy during the Korean War, then 
earned his master’s and PhD in chemistry from 
the Case Institute of Technology in Cleveland. 
He worked as a research chemist for the 
Lubrizol Corporation in Wickliffe, Ohio, was a 
member of the American Chemical Society, and 
served as president of its Cleveland chapter. He 
and wife Nancy were active in their 
Presbyterian church and hosted many interna- 
tional students. He died on February 5, 
preceded in death by his wife, Nancy; second 
wife, Betty; and a brother. He is survived by two 
daughters and two grandsons. m Known for 
her athleticism, Minnette “Mitzi” C. Edelstein 
became a physical education teacher and 
enjoyed swimming and tennis, among other 
sports. During World War II, she lived with and 
cared for Jenny Edelstein, mother of Edward G. 
Edelstein, to whom she was later married. Ms. 


Edelstein founded the Hadassah House Resale 
Shop of Highland Park, IIl., to benefit the 
Hadassah Foundation and the State of Israel. 
She was a faithful volunteer of Hadassah 
House until the final months of her life. She 
died on April 2, preceded in death by her 
parents, a brother, a baby son, and her husband 
of more than 50 years. She is survived by three 
children and seven grandchildren. m Shirley 
Laura Steiner began her violin studies at the 
age of 4, and by 16 was the concertmistress of 
the New Haven Symphony in Connecticut. She 
married composer and musicologist Fred 
Steiner 43, whom she met at the Oberlin 
Conservatory when Fred was Shirley’s 
accompanist. Mr. Steiner ultimately became 
known as one of the great composers of 
television music during Hollywood’s golden 
age. In the late 1940s, as the TV industry was 
just getting started, the Steiners headed west to 
Los Angeles, where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in literature and a master’s in folklore 
and mythology from UCLA. Love of music 
continued to be a major theme throughout Ms. 
Steiner’s life. Ms. Steiner died on February 10; 
she is survived by two daughters, two 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her husband. 


1947 

Elizabeth Hill Eley Youngblood was one of 
many members of her family to attend Oberlin, 
where she was known among friends as “Betsy.” 
She married Lynn W. Eley and had three 
children, earning her master’s degree in 
English at the University of Nebraska along the 
way. She later moved to Michigan and married 
a judge, Allen Youngblood, to whom she 
remained wed into the 1990s. Ms. 
Youngblood’s great loves included the beach 
and time spent with her girlfriends. She died 
on March 11, 2012. 


1948 

Ruth Rennebohm Pence was a gifted pianist 
and organist, serving her longtime Illinois 
community as a church organist and hand 
bell choir director. She also taught piano and 
was a skilled quilter and a world traveler 
with her family. Ms. Pence died on February 
28; she is survived by a daughter, four sons, 
six grandchildren, a brother, and two sisters. 


She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Bob Pence ’51. 


1949 

Marceil Henrietta Dorsey Jackson was active in 
the Binghamton, N.Y., music community before 
and after graduating from Oberlin. Singing the 
part of Cio-Cio San, she was the star of the Tri 
Cities Opera Company’s 1954 production of 
Madame Butterfly in Binghamton. She was on the 
staff of the music departments of both Alabama 
State College in Montgomery and Bennett 
College in Greensboro, N.C. She served for 
decades on the staff of numerous libraries, 
including the Harlem Branch Library and the 
New York Public Library. The Harlem Branch 
established a scholarship in her name. Ms. 
Jackson died on October 4, 2012. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Clarence 
(Jack) Jackson, and brother, Dr. Beverly Roscoe 
Dorsey ’50. She is survived by two nieces, 
including Adrienne ’79, and three grandnephews. 


1950 

Walter Joseph Brennan received early musical 
training from his mother and from Stuart Ross, 
accompanist to Rosa Ponselle and other leading 
singers. His 1951 enlistment in the army 
prevented his touring with the singer Arthur 
Kent in the recital they had prepared. During 
and after his army service, Mr. Brennan 
continued his studies at the conservatories of 
Berlin, Siena, Vienna, and Paris, later earning a 
master’s degree at the Eastman School of Music. 
He appeared as a solo recitalist to favorable 
reviews in New York and in major cities in 
Europe. In 1967, he returned to the U.S. to teach 
piano, including nine years at Westminster 
Choir College. In 1983, he returned to France 
with his wife and continued to teach piano 
while caring for their autistic son. Mr. Brennan 
died on November 30 at his home in Paris. He is 
survived by his former wife and their daughter, 
and by his wife, Agnes Aynard "49, and son. 

@ Soon after graduating from Oberlin, George 
Hamilton Maze began work in the laboratory of 
American Nickeloid Company. A two-year stint 
in the army was followed by a return to the 
company, with whom he eventually rose to the 
position of president. He lived with his wife for 
60 years in the Maze family home in his native 
St. Peru, IIl., and raised four sons there. He was 
active in many civic groups and organizations, 
from the Farm Bureau to the Nature 
Conservancy, and he served as a board member 
for a local hospital for more than 50 years. Mr. 
Maze is survived by his wife, Nancy, and three 
sons; his son Robert died in 1989. 


TURKEY: LEGENDARY ART AND 
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CLASSICAL GREECE: ATHENS, 
OLYMPIA, DELPHI 


March 22-29, 2014 

Escorted by Professor and Chair of 
Economics Barbara Craig 

Join us on a tour to dynamic Turkey, where 
you will be immersed in the sumptuous 
cuisine and cultural diversity, amid streets 
alive with the songs of street vendors and 
the hypnotic music of muezzins calling the 
faithful to prayer. We begin in Istanbul, 
the historic city that has long served as 

a bridge linking Europe and Asia, and 

will explore sultans’ residences, world- 
renowned churches and mosques, a 6th- 
century covered cistern, and the famous 
Grand Bazaar. An optional extension will 
take us to Cappadocia with its enchanting 
rock terrain, elaborate underground cities, 
and hidden cavernous churches. Professor 
Craig has professional interests in 
international trade, finance, and economic 
growth and has worked with economists 
in the Middle East to shape policy in the 
Arab countries, Iran and Turkey. We are 
aware of the current unrest in Turkey and 
are staying updated on its development; we 
believe that it will subside by March 2014. 


Brochure available. 


+ 


June 13-23, 2014 

Escorted by Professor of Russian and 
Comparative Literature Tim Scholl 

Join us for nine nights aboard the deluxe 
M.S. VOLGA DREAM, the premier ship 
cruising Russia’s waterways with a capac- 
ity of 109 passengers. This tour highlights 
Russia's two great cultural capitals. Spend 
two nights aboard ship in St. Petersburg, 
Czar Peter the Great’s “window on the 
West,” featuring a guided tour of the 
State Hermitage Museum. Spend one 
night aboard ship in the fabled city of 
Moscow, the political and commercial 
capital of the world’s largest country, 

and see the world’s largest collection of 
Fabergé eggs. Cruise through the heart- 
land of Russia along scenic rivers, lakes 
and canals to the legendary open-air mu- 
seum of Kizhi Island, the 14th-century 
monastery of Goritsy, medieval Yaroslav] 
and 10th-century Uglich, rustic remnants 
of Old Russia. This unique program ap- 
peals to the first-time visitor to Russia 
and the return visitor curious to see the 
astounding changes that have taken place 


there. Brochure available soon. 


October 17-26, 2014 

Escorted by Professor of Classics Kirk Ormand 
Join us for an exclusive Oberlin College 
tour to Greece with Professor of Classics 
Kirk Ormand, who spent the 2007-08 
academic year in Athens, Greece, as 

the Elizabeth A. Whitehead Professor 

in the American School of Classical 
Studies in Athens. Journey from the 
ancient city of Athens and across the 
Peloponnese peninsula through Spartan 
territory. Explore the Panhellenic shrine 
at Olympia, and visit the prehistoric site 
Mycenae, legendary home of Atreus and 
Agamemnon. Travel to Delphi, the center 
of the ancient world, and see the site of 
the most famous oracle in the ancient 
Mediterranean. Discover the treasures 
of Greek history in the world’s finest 
collections of Greek antiquities. Take a 
leisurely walking tour through Athens, 
the capital of Greece and birthplace of 
democracy and philosophy, and see the 
fabulous new Parthenon Museum. Enjoy 
the delicious fresh seafoods, delectable 
cheeses and local wines of Southern 


Greece. Brochure available soon. 
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1951 

Jean Ritter Goldberg worked for TV Guide 
and Allstate Insurance, and later was a 
member of the East Vincent United Church of 
Christ in Phoenixville, Ariz., where she played 
piano and sang in the choir. Jean had a 
‘passion for reading, classical music, and Civil 
War history. She passed away on July 8, 2012. 
She is survived by a son and two grandchil- 
dren. m Betty Jean Stevens completed her 
Oberlin education and married Alan 
Shelmerdine, with whom she relocated to 
Eugene, Ore., and then to Mill Valley, Calif., 


where they raised their two sons, Tim and Bill. 


Ms. Stevens died on July 31, 2012. She was 
preceded in death by her brother and is 
survived by her sons and grandchildren. 


1952 

Dr. Robert M. Blumenthal was an accom- 
plished violinist in high school before 
focusing on tennis, captaining his college 
tennis team and winning the Ohio 
Conference singles title for Oberlin. He 
earned his PhD from Cornell and worked for 
the University of Washington Math 
Department until his retirement in 1997. He 
enjoyed mountain climbing and skiing in his 
leisure time. Dr. Blumenthal died on 
November 8, 2012. He is survived by his wife 
Sarah, two sons, and two grandchildren. 

m@ Dr. Edwin W. London founded the 
Cleveland Chamber Symphony, chaired 
Cleveland State University’s music depart- 
ment, and wrote hundreds of songs and other 
musical works across a prolific and unusual 
career. A French horn player in the Army Air 
Force Band, he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
music at Oberlin and master’s and doctoral 
degrees in composition, theory, and conduct- 
ing at the University of Iowa. He became a 
music professor at Smith College from 1960 to 
1968 and at the University of Illinois for the 
next 10 years. He joined Cleveland State in 
1978 as music professor and chairman, and 
helped plan its music and communication 
building. Dr. London won the Cleveland Arts 
Prize in 1981. The Ohio Arts Council named 
him artist of the year for 1989, and he was also 
honored by numerous other organizations, 
including the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Guggenheim Foundation. Dr. 
London died on January 26; he is survived by 
wife, Janet, two sons, and two grandchildren. 


1953 

Edward P. “Ned” Allen taught biology and 
coached swimming for more than 30 years at 
Northeast High School in St. Petersburg, Fla. A 
member of the St. Petersburg Masters Swim 
Team, he led an active retirement including 
volunteer activities. He died on January 23, 
2012, leaving a sister and brother, a daughter 
and son, two grandchildren, and longtime 
companion Ingrid L. Kohler. m One year after 
graduating from Oberlin, Marcia F. Newell 
joined the U.S. Geological Survey in 
Washington, D.C., and became known as an 
expert in lower Paleozoic Age ostracod fossils. 
Over the last 30 years of her career, she worked 
on radiometric age determinations of rocks. 
Upon retiring, Ms. Newell made jewelry and 
raised animals, including miniature horses. 
She passed away on August 7, 2012, leaving a 
sister, a Cousin, nieces, nephews, grandnieces, 
and grandnephews. She had previously lost her 
companion of more than 45 years, artist and 
art teacher Jennie Lea Knight. m Born in 
Cleveland, Dr. Karl George Untch followed his 
Oberlin degree with a doctorate in organic 
chemistry from Columbia University, where he 
later served as director of chemical research. 
He completed post-doctorate work at the 
University of Wisconsin, a fellow of fundamen- 
tal research at the Mellon Institute in 
Pittsburgh, and served as principal scientist 
and department head in basic chemical 
research at Syntex Research Institute of Steroid 
Chemistry in Palo Alto, Calif., in addition to 
various positions teaching college chemistry. 
Dr. Untch enjoyed camping in his family’s VW 
bus throughout California, Baja, and Alaska, 
and traveling to Europe and Japan. Dr. Untch 
passed away on December 29, 2012. He was 
preceded in death by Constance Ford Untch 
‘54, his wife of more than 50 years; he is 
survived by a daughter, a son, and a brother. 


(ISey4 

After earning his medical degree from Case 
Western Reserve, Dr. Donald E. Walker 
practiced internal medicine in Cincinnati for 30 
years. He served as president of the Bethesda 
Hospital medical-dental staff, president of the 
Cincinnati Society of Internal Medicine, and 
president of the Ohio Society of Internal 
Medicine. He was a fellow of the American 
College of Physicians and associate clinical 
professor of medicine at the University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine. After his 


retirement in 1989, Dr. Walker learned to fly and 
traveled with his wife in his own airplane. He 
died on January 31, preceded in death by his wife 
of 50 years, Gloria B. Walker ’56; he is survived 
by three daughters and four grandchildren. 


1956 

Paul K. Van der Slice was a professor of history 
at Montgomery College in Maryland, where he 
specialized in cultural history of the United 
States in the 19th and 20th centuries. He 
enjoyed sailing, photography, music—he was a 
trumpet player—and sports cars, and he was 
an active member of the Porsche Club of 
America. He died on December 9, 2012, leaving 
Joan, his wife of 37 years, two children from 
his first marriage, three stepsons, a brother, 
sister, and seven grandchildren. m Michael 
Philip Boerner transferred from the University 
of Nebraska to Oberlin in his junior year at the 
urging of his high school friends from the 
American School in Frankfurt, Germany, who 
had preceded him to Oberlin. After graduating 
he was accepted into the Foreign Service, but 
deferred entry to earn an MA at Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies. He 
was 22 when he was posted to Diisseldorf as 
consular officer. Other postings included U.C. 
Berkeley for graduate economic study, 
Asuncion, Paraguay, La Paz, Bolivia, Bonn, and 
London. He specialized in economics and 
German political affairs. He bicycled to work 
whenever he could, whether along the Rhine in 
Bonn or the Potomac in Washington, where he 
was a strong advocate for the Capital Crescent 
Trail. All his life, he was a great reader and 
music and opera lover. Mr. Boerner died on 
April 24, leaving his wife of 54 years, Dorothy 
Payne Boerner ’56, four children, and three 
grandchildren. 


1957 

Rev. Edwin E. Beers devoted 26 years as the 
campus minister on the same University of 
Wisconsin campus where he earned his 
master’s degree in counseling and guidance, 
after serving in the U.S. Coast Guard off the 
coast of Normandy in the wake of the D-Day 
invasion. He ministered to rural communities 
in the Midwest and Venezuela, he marched 
with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Selma, Ala., 
and he opposed war throughout his life. He 
earned his master of divinity degree from 
Oberlin, setting him on the path that would 


MEMORIAL MINUTE | WILLIAM F. HELLMUTH | 


he remarkable life of William F. Hellmuth exemplifies the ways 

an academic can directly affect millions of people at home and 

abroad by enabling them to make their governments smarter 
and more responsive. Bill Hellmuth, our colleague and former dean of 
the college, died at the age of 93 in Sacramento, California, but not 
before he used his interests and talents to make the world a better 
place for people, regardless of circumstances, who wanted fuller and 
richer lives. His work and deeds bettered not only those in his adopted 
city of Oberlin, but those in this entire country and, more, the emerging 
and developing countries in Africa and the Middle East. 

Bill received his Bachelor of Science degree from Yale in 1940 but, 
before he could complete his graduate work in economics, he entered 
the U.S. Army for three years. -He was a captain in the historic landing ~ 
at Omaha Beach in June 1944, and later served on battlefields 
throughout Europe. He was promoted to the rank of major and 
received awards and medals, including the French Normandy Medal in 
1994. On occasions, though he was uncomfortable with heights, Bill 
flew Piper Cub spotter planes over the front lines of battle. 

Thereafter, Bill returned to Yale and was awarded his PhD in ~ 
economics in 1948, the same year he joined our faculty. From the 
outset, he was continuously involved in significant and groundbreak- 
ing research on how various governments taxed and spent their funds. 
Results of his always careful and considered research were published 
in the most highly regarded economics journals. His analysis of 


Cleveland's problems in “Financing Government in a Metropolitan Area” 


remains a starting point to understanding today’s urban economic 
problems. His chapter on the economics of the movie industry was 
closely read by generations of economists and their students. 

Bill was elected to three terms on the Oberlin City Council, each 
time with especially strong support from neighborhoods with large 
blocs of faculty and large blocs of African American families. He was a 
leader in writing and passing Oberlin’s Fair Housing ordinance, the first 
such law to be finally upheld by the Ohio Supreme Court. In fact Bill 
worked throughout his personal and professional life to establish fair 
treatment for those, regardless of gender or race, burdened by 


‘inequities. With a te nie he organized Oberlin’ S Unitarian church. 

During his academic leaves at the Federal Reserve's Division of 
Research and Statistics, he provided Congressional testimony to 
explain the economic effects of different taxes and later co-authored 
a book analyzing personal and corporate income taxes. He also spent 
a leave at the University of Wisconsin, where the economics faculty 
members were loudly interested in the policy implications of various 
taxes. On another occasion, Bill went to Tanzania as a visiting profes- 
sor at University College in Dar-es-Salaam and even became a 
founding director of the Tanzanian Economic Research Bureau. A few 
months ago, an economist at the still-functioning bureau wrote how 
helpful Bill had been to her in her career and described him as a kind 
and gracious man. 

In 1960 Bill became dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at 
Oberlin, though his professional interests remained grounded in 
economic policies. He continued to serve the department often as host 
to distinguished economists including John Kenneth Galbraith and 
Martin Bronfenbrenner and Nobel Prize winners such as Milton 


_ Friedman—an occasion | well remember. In 1968 he returned to 


Washington to serve as deputy assistant secretary of the treasury for 


tax policy, and a year later took the position of vice president of 


McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. In 1975, Bill accepted an 
appointment in the expanding economics department of Virginia 
Commonwealth University, where he continued his research on taxation. 
Naturally, he soon took a leave to help the government of Saudi Arabia ~ 
understand the relation between its inflation and the need for rapid 
economic development to improve Saudi living standards. 

Back in Virginia, where they remained for the next 20 years, Bill and 
his wife were as involved in community issues as they had been in 
Oberlin. There was little difference between their nearby neighbors 
and those thousands of miles away when it came to helping people 
enjoy better and richer lives. That may be Bill's best lesson. 


_ HIRSCHEL KASPER 
_ Professor of Economics 


education, earning a master’s degree and 


define his life. He retired from campus 
ministry in the early 1990s, but stayed active 
in his mission as a retreat leader and spiritual 
guide. He died on April 16, 2012. He is 
survived by his wife, Shirley, and two 
daughters. 


1958 


Rick Thayer, remembered by friends as an 


outstanding stage manager, passed away in 2009. 
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A lifelong lover of music, Ruth Elizabeth 


“Betty” Raynor played violin with the 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra in her 
Massachusetts hometown, as well as the 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra and numerous 
other local groups. After earning her degree 
from Oberlin, she worked for the Springfield 
City Library and the Hartford Public Library, 


and was an avid writer. She died on December 


22, 2012, leaving a nephew, a niece, and many 
friends. m Dr. George Addison West devoted 


his professional life to advocating for jazz 


doctorate in music theory at Michigan State 
University after graduating from Oberlin. He 
taught music theory and low brass, and 
directed jazz ensembles at Stephen F. Austin 
State University, the University of Calgary, 
and James Madison University, where he 
established and directed the jazz program for 
25 years before retiring in 1996. Before 
turning to teaching, Dr. West was a trombon- 
ist and arranger with Kai Winding’s 
Trombone Sound Septet and other ensembles. 
He died on January 19. He is survived by his 
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during World War II. After the war, he met 
and married Joan Doreen Smith and moved to 
London, where he earned his law degree at the 
Law Society’s School of Law and served for 


if “hi orel ages, she graduated from high 
wife, Jean, two sons, a daughter, two stepchil- and foreign languages, she graduated fr g 


dren, three grandchildren, three step-grand- school as valedictorian of her class. After 


sons, and a sister | Oberlin, she began work as a schoolteacher, first 


in Cleveland, then in Los Angeles, where she 
several years as barrister. He and his family 


later moved to Ohio, where he was appointed 
full-time pastor of Richmond Methodist 
Church. During his time in Richmond, he 
attended Oberlin Seminary, where he earned a 
bachelor of divinity degree. Since then, he 
served Cuyahoga Falls Trinity, Steubenville 
Calvary, Youngstown Indianola, and Maple 
Heights United Methodist Churches. Rev. 
Raynes died in July 2011. He is survived by his 


eventually transitioned to work as a guidance 
counselor. Through it all, she retained close ties 
to her church. Ms. Martin died on March 5 and 


was celebrated by the Holman United 


1960 

Raised in Connecticut, Gail L. Bunkers settled 
with her husband in Oregon, where she served 
as a juvenile probation officer until her Methodist Church in Los Angeles. 
retirement in 1993. Her passions included 
classical music, reading, cooking, and garden- 
1961 


Rev. W. Robert Raynes was born toa 


ing. Ms. Bunkers died on December 27, 2012, 
leaving her husband of 48 years, William, two 


sons, and a daughter. m From her earliest days Methodist missionary couple in the British 


growing up in Cleveland, Flora Jean Martin wife, a brother, two sons, six grandchildren, 


Virgin Islands; upon returning to England, he 


built memories around her church that served numerous parish churches with his seven great-grandchildren, and numerous 


influenced the course of her life. Gifted at piano family. Rev. Raynes served in the Royal Navy friends around the world. 


DR. EDWARD A. SCHWARTZ ‘65 | BY BOB KUTTNER ‘65 


he maintained his regular weekly jazz gig. In 1987, Ed was appoint- 
ed director of the city’s office of housing and community develop- 
ment by Philadelphia's reform mayor, Wilson Goode. Along the way, 
he found time to write several books, including one volume that 
was a decade ahead of its time, the 1996 book, WetActivism: How 
Citizens Use the Internet. 

My own life and Ed's criss-crossed in countless ways. We served 
together on student councils both in high school and at Oberlin. He 


long with Larry Gladieux, Peter Rothschild, and Judy Schechter 
Lasko of our Class of ‘65, | had the good fortune to attend 
both high school and college with the incomparable Ed 
Schwartz, who died last November 28. The word polymath must 
have been invented for Ed. He was a serious student of applied 
political philosophy, an exceptional jazz pianist and clarinetist—and 
one of the most ingeniously comic people who ever lived. 
Ed and | were part of the WOBC satire show of the mid-1960s 


that anticipated Saturday Night Live by a decade. One of our utter 
joys was dividing up the task of writing scripts, convening a quick 
rehearsal of the company, which included Stuart Rubinow ‘65 and 
Ann Gundersheimer ‘66, and comparing guffaws. (Ed didn’t quite 
have a guffaw so much as what one high school classmate called a 


snorfle.) Who can forget Oberlin’s alma mater done as rap, the Boys’ | 


League to Achieve Secluded Toilets (BLAST), or Ed's airplane ride 
through literature? We also co-wrote skits for reunions at both 
Oberlin and Scarsdale High. 

Ed used humor in pursuit of serious things. He was a relentless 
civic idealist and political activist. He was very serious about 
democracy. Ed came from an affluent family. His father was a 
successful New York publisher, and they livedina jaw-dropping 
Frank Lloyd Wright-style ultra modern home in the Murray Hill 
section of Scarsdale. But Ed chucked the comfortable life to work 
as a community organizer in Philadelphia. After earning his 
doctorate in political philosophy at Rutgers, where he worked with 
his former Oberlin teacher, Wilson Carey McWilliams, Ed created 
the Institute for the Study of Civic Values. He married Jane Shull, 
the daughter of a progressive political family, who became Ed's 
lifelong partner in community work. 

In 1984, he managed to get elected to the Philadelphia City 
Council, running citywide for an at-large seat. As an elected official, 


did me a huge favor in 1966, sparing me an ordeal I’m not sure | 
could have handled as well as he did. In that year, we were both 
running for posts as officers of the National Student Association. 
But Ed knew something that | didn’t. The NSA was a CIA front and 
would likely soon be exposed. | would like to think that | had the 
votes, but shortly before the election, Ed looked me in the eye and 
he said, “Bob, you don't want this job, it could ruin your life.” So | 
withdrew. And Ed went on to be part of the group that broke the tie 
and made public the documents, at some risk to himself. 

Nearly three years ago, Ed was diagnosed with Alzheimers 
Disease. What could be more cruel for one who had such a way with 
words? He became withdrawn and taciturn. But it turned out to be 
something of a misdiagnosis. Nothing about Ed was ever simple. 
Only in the last months of his life did his doctors realize Ed had a 
more complex condition that responded well to medication. He 
began sitting in on his old jazz group, attending city council and 
political meetings, and resuming something close to normal life, only 
to succumb abruptly to a heart attack.. 

He is survived by his wife, Jane, and his daughter, Ruth. Ed 


Schwartz lived life to the fullest and made our world a better place. 
He was one of a kind. 


BOB KUTTNER'S LATEST BOOK IS DEBTOR'S PRISON: THE POLITICS OF 
AUSTERITY VERSUS POSSIBILITY (KNOPF 2013) 


1962 

A native of Honolulu who earned his medical 
degree at the University of Southern California, 
Dr. Hollis Hsing-Ming Chang served as a captain 
in the Air Force Medical Corps and devoted his 
career to orthopedic surgery. He was also an 
accomplished singer and multi-instrumentalist, 
an acclaimed track athlete, and a golfer, 
gardener, and chef, among other hobbies. He 
died on March 27, leaving his wife of 47 years, 
Linda Leong Chang, and two sons. 


1965 

Dr. Ed Schwartz was elected to Philadelphia 
City Council in 1983, a tour of service that later 
led to his appointment as head of the city’s 
Office of Housing and Community 


’ Development. An avid pianist, Dr. Schwartz 


also founded the Institute for the Study of 
Civic Values, and he is fondly remembered for 
his activism by many in his hometown. He 
died on November 29, 2012, leaving his wife, 
Jane Shull. Please see box on previous page. 


1966 

A native of Worthington, Ohio, Damon “Chip” 
Wetterauer Jr. followed his Oberlin education 
with a degree from the Capital University Law 
School and practiced law until his death. He 
served for 16 years on the Westerville (Ohio) 
City Council, helping to establish a recycling 
program and bolstering the city’s parks and 
schools. In 2011, he received the A. Monroe 
Courtright Community Award for his years of 
service. In his leisure time, Mr. Wetterauer 
enjoyed coaching his children’s sports teams, 
playing golf, piloting the family’s pontoon 
boat, and spending time at their home in 
Myrtle Beach. His greatest joy came from 
spending time with his grandkids. He died 
August 22, 2012, leaving his wife, Kathye 
Lindblom Wetterauer, two sons, a daughter, 
and four grandchildren. 


1967 

Miriam Gomez Palacio was active in the 
Alumni Association’s Oberlin Club of the 
Research Triangle (North Carolina) and 
remained in close contact with many local 
alumni. She died September 12, 2012, leaving 
her husband of 41 years, Enrique, her daughter 
and son, and four granddaughters. 
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1968 


A graduate of Oberlin and the Eastman School 
of Music, Sherry Zannoth performed with the 
New York City Opera and the Metropolitan 
Opera. She sang leading roles in opera houses 
throughout Germany for 13 years before 
returning to America and enjoying a successful 
career in operas from Iowa to New York. In 
recent years, Ms. Zannoth was a soprano 
section leader and soloist in the choir at 
Rutgers Presbyterian Church in New York City. 
She passed away in November 2012. 


1970 

Dr. Glenn Looman’s almost 40-year career in 
education earned him numerous awards for 
excellence in teaching in the Cleveland area, 
including the Hostettler Award (Laurel 
School) and the Anne Cutter Coburn Award 
(Hathaway Brown School). During his many 
years at Hathaway Brown, he served as 
coordinator of computer education, as middle 
school math department chair, and as the 
West Fellowship program director. He 
mentored Greater Cleveland Council of 
Mathematics students and was a master 
teacher for the Hathaway Brown Aspire 
program. Dr. Looman earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Hope College, followed by an MAT 
from Oberlin and a PhD from Cleveland State 
University. He died in February, leaving his 
wife, Wendy, and brother Delwyn. He was 
preceded in death by a brother and sister. 


1984 

Dr. Laurel Appel began teaching at Wesleyan in 
1993, where she played a central role in life 
science initiatives funded by the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute and was actively 
engaged in efforts to integrate the life sciences 
with the arts. An adjunct associate professor of 
biology, she created and ran the Ronald E. 
McNair Program, which provides support and 
nurturing of first-generation college students 
and students in underrepresented groups for 
entry into graduate programs. She died on 
March 4, leaving her husband, Michael Weir, a 
son, and a daughter. 


1993 
While a student at Oberlin, Rachel Miriam 


Gorney developed a passion for international 
relations and cooperative movements. She 


vowed to someday move to France—and 
did exactly that in 2000, working as an 
English teacher and an administrator at 
two business schools after earning her 
master’s degree in education at the State 
University of New York at Albany. Her 
freelance translating business was named 
Harkness Communications, in honor of 
her Oberlin co-op. Ms. Gorney died on 
November 30, 2012, in Paris. She is 
survived by husband Emmanuel Malet and 
daughter Alice, as well as numerous other 
family members who live in America. 


SoG 

A native of Oberlin, Jason Andrew Molina 
was raised on Lake Erie and studied art at 
Oberlin College. A guitarist before he 
turned 10, Mr. Molina signed a modest 
record deal in 1996 and proceeded to write, 
record, and tour virtually nonstop until 
2009. His first project, Songs: Ohia, 
consisted of Mr. Molina and a rotating cast 
of backup players. He later united with a 
more consistent lineup of musicians to 
form Magnolia Electric Company in 2003, 
selling thousands of records each year. His 
songs were uniformly melancholy, and his 
fans and admirers were plentiful. He died 
on March 16, leaving his wife, Darcie, a 
brother and sister, and his father. 


2009 

From his youngest days, Collin Eric 
Anderson was an artist and writer, 
indulging his creative aspirations with 
countless stories, poetry, and works of art. 
Once he discovered music, it became his 
passion: He wrote reviews and created 
music under the name The Color Industry. 
After completing his English degree at 
Oberlin, he earned a master’s degree in 
education from the State University of New 
York at Cortland and planned to become a 
high school teacher, supporting himself 
along the way by substitute teaching in the 
school system where he grew up. With his 
partner, Rachel Firak ’09, he moved onto a 
New York farm in 2012 and engaged his 
passion for simple living. Mr. Anderson 
died on February 7; he is survived by his 


parents, two sisters, and a brother. 
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Marcia Deist and Terry Carlton, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry, celebrate 
a victory at Kendal. They are two of the many Kendal residents that enjoy 
an active game of table tennis every week. Kendal’s philosophy of wellness 
and well-being means that programs and activities are designed to help you 


maximize and maintain the lifestyle you desire. 
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